THE SEVEN DESCENDING STEPS OF APOSTASY

ROMANS CHAPTER ONE
THE GENTILE WORLD JUDEAN CHRISTIAN WORLD
The Old Testament BC The New Testament AD ‘

Knew the invisible God in true faith, as
revealed through the person and work of
Christ.

Knew the invisible God
as Creator and Coming Redeemer
through Abrahamic seed line. (Gen. 12)

Failed to give Christ preeminence as
Head/Husband of His Church leaving
“first love” and “first works.”

Glorified Him not as God.

Became unthankful of God’s great salva-
tion by grace through faith adding the
“leaven” of man’s works under the law.

Became unthankful.

Became “puffed up” or vain in their
imaginations further “falling 4
away” from the light of the gospel.

Became vain in their
imaginations.

The light of the gospel diminished 5
through the darkness of spiritual ignorance

Their foolish heart was darkened. 5

Professed themselves wise or

Spiritual things became foolishness to their 6
educated and they became fools.

natural minds and intellects.

The fall into idolatry includes the worship of
religious men as heads of the Church and the
building of organizations as the Visible Church.

They changed the image of the invisible 7
God to a visible form - man, beast, or

creeping thin?

.
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The apostasy in the Judean Christian world is two-fold. The above chart reflects the
spiritual/religious side of the fall from spiritual faith into spiritual idolatry. Howbeit,
there has been a corresponding apostasy in the non-spiritual and nonreligious world
reflected in declining standards of morality. This apostasy has reached the 7th stage,
in a social acceptance of unnatural affection, as described in Romans chapter one. The
“deeper root” is spiritual apostasy and idolatry responsible for the declining light of
the gospel resulting in spiritual darkness and immorality. Both sides existed in the
“Days of Noah” and the “Days of Lot” before divine judgment.
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