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Preface—by Grace and Glory Publications 1940

For the past year, the Authoress of this book gave very instructive lessons on the writings
of Ezekiel. She was profoundly impressed with the number of significant dates, which Ezekiel
records. When her findings showed us that the prophet wrote of our day and that we actually appear
in his vision of the cherubim, we felt impelled to put these powerful truths before the public.
Ezekiel spurs us onto run for the Prize and let no man take our crown.

We consider this the most important prophetic utterance today. It is the culminating
message. Read it; ponder it; believe it; pass it on. Let us listen for the trumpet blast.

Note from Publisher:

Grace Assembly is privileged to publish and post this commentary on our Web Site,
www.graceassemblysandiego.com. We believe these commentaries rank among the best for Bible
students who desire to learn about the Word of God and the Pauline Revelation. These
commentaries were written during the early days of the latter rain outpour of God’s Spirit and they
continue to provide enlightenment to the reader. These are the original writings of the authors.
Grace Assembly has not made any changes or additions to these writings other than format changes
for the convenience of the Bible student. In the left hand column we have added the King James
Bible version as it applies to the commentary on that page. Where the authors have referred to
scripture references without quoting the scripture in the text, we have added the scripture as a
footnote. In some places the authors have referred to Bible versions other than the King James.
Since Grace Assembly holds to the King James Version as the preserved text, we, therefore, have
added in the text the same scripture from the King James Version. We trust these ancillary changes
with be helpful to the Bible student.



INTRODUCTION

“Unto you, O men, | call; and my voice is to the sons of man. Hear; for I will speak...and
the opening of my lips shall be right things”—Prov. 8:4, 6.

In the opening verses of this book, Ezekiel gives us a short account of his pedigree. We
learn that he was the son of Buzi, meaning “contempt,” the priest of the well-known scriptural
family, Zadock. Hebrew tradition claims that he was a son of Jeremiah, but there is no warrant in
either of the prophecies for such a claim. We never read that Jeremiah had a wife, or family. Eleven
years before the downfall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel was taken captive to Babylon by
Nebuchadnezzar— “And he carried away all Jerusalem and all the princes and all the mighty men
of valour, even ten-thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths; none remained save the
poorest sort of the people of the land.”—2 Kings, 24:14. Daniel and his three companions had been
taken captive with a former great company eight years previously—Daniel 1:1.

Ezekiel’s name, meaning “strengthened by God,” is expressive of the man and also of the
people whom he represents. We have our first glimpse of him by the river Chebar, meaning
“great,” with a colony of captives, taken from Jerusalem. Chebar is north of the Euphrates into
which it flows and is also called the great canal. In Chapter 3:15, the town is given as Telabib. We
learn that Ezekiel had his own house—Chaps. 3:24 and 8:1. We also know that he was married,;
for he mentions the death of his wife in the one instance where he gives us a hint of his personal
life—Chap. 24:16-18.

Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Daniel were contemporary. Jeremiah prophesied before and during
the captivity; the other two during and after the carrying away to Babylon. It is more than likely
that they were acquainted, but each had his own specific ministry for that trying time. In some
phases of their character, they resembled each other. This is, they were honest, true, inflexibly
upright; but in other phases of temperament and disposition they were entirely different; especially
Ezekiel and Jeremiah. The latter was diffident, shy, kind, gently, and tender hearted. He was the
prophet of the disrupting time of the nation and the death struggle of Judah was agony to his
sensitive soul. Ezekiel on the contrary lacked the emotional, sympathetic temperament of
Jeremiah. He was a man of force and energy and self-control. He had a deep sense of his
responsibility. We may sum up their outstanding differences in a few words. Jeremiah’s interests
and sympathy appeared more exercised in behalf of the people, tho’ not forgetting God; while
Ezekiel seemed more exercised in sympathy with God, tho’ not forgetting the people. They both
had their places on the program and each played his part in the drama of life in the will of God to
His entire satisfaction and good pleasure. Each did what he could and as he could and they will
have their rewards. The results are left with the Author and Finisher of their faith. Their works do
follow them.

Ezekiel and Jeremiah, each in his own individual personality and temperament, portray
the Lord Jesus Christ in His two-fold nature. Jeremiah shows us the human side of Christ. His
gentle tender, sympathetic nature that wept at the death of Lazarus and over the city of Jerusalem.
He was always one with the people—their sorrows were his sorrows, their triumphs His glory.
Ezekiel on the contrary shows us the side of Deity in Christ—stern, uncompromising, incorruptible
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and filled with a sense of the justice of God in uncovering sin and judging it. Jeremiah is always
seen praying; Ezekiel seldom: but both are God’s men in His purpose and plan.

Ezekiel’s diction also is far different from that of Jeremiah. The whole of his writings
shows how well fitted he was by natural disposition to oppose the “rebellious house,” the people
with the flinty face and stiff neck. He assumed the same attitude toward them that they showed
toward the Lord. His writings abound in figurative representations, either in allegorical
conceptions of the Truth or in enigmatical construction; but all testifying to the vigor and brilliancy
of the man, who yet was merely the instrument of the divine Mind. He as well as Jeremiah was
representative of the people of the Lord as well as the Lord of the people. Marvelous mysteries of
the Word of God!

TWO GREAT DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK
1-Predictions Before the Destruction of Jerusalem—Chaps. 1 to 33.

2-Predictions After the Destruction of Jerusalem—Chaps. 43 to 48.



Ezekiel KJV

Chapter 1

1:1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth
year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of
the month, as | was among the captives by
the river of Chebar, that the heavens were
opened, and | saw visions of God.

1:2 In the fifth day of the month, which was
the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity,

Ezekiel Commentary
EZEKIEL AND HIS VISION OF GLORY
Chapter One

“Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the
fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives by the river Chebar that
the heavens were opened and | saw visions of God.

In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king
Jehoiachin’s captivity, the Word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel,
the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar,
and the hand of the Lord was there upon me”—Chap. 1:1-3.

Ezekiel is a prophet of the last days. He is telling us in type and
symbol, vision and message, of events that are even now being fulfilled, and
of others which will come later. He begins his prophecies with emphasis on
the date of his call to the prophetic office. This happened in his thirtieth year,
the very age when as a priest he should have entered his priestly ministry had
he been in Jerusalem in the temple service. He also pressed at the outset the
fact of the exact year, month and day that heaven was opened and he was
privileged to “see visions of God.” This is a most striking statement and
carries with it marvelous significance when we learn the value of these
prophecies as related to the present time.

Delicious Dates

We say, Ezekiel at the very threshold of his book fixes our attention
on dates. He repeats the fact of it being “The fifth day of the month,” when
he received the first vision, and adds further that it was in “the fifth year of
king Jehoiachin’s captivity.” Now this is suggestive. He is instructing us in
important matters if we have ears to hear.

The beginning of the Times of the Gentiles was in stages and covered
a period of nineteen years; hence, we should expect a corresponding
gradation in the end. (See our tracts, Davidic Covenant and The Times of the
Gentiles). Ezekiel was taken to Babylon in king Jehoiachin’s captivity. This
king was the second of the trio of kings of that transition period, when the
Jew’s bondage was being consummated. That date was 598 B.C. and it has
marvelous correspondence with the present time when its reversal is on the
way to be realized.

It is an indisputable fact that 2520 years, or seven prophetic times of
360 days each, have been given to the Gentiles to rule over the Jews. We will
not attempt to prove that statement in the exposition of this book, for it has
been shown repeatedly in our previous writings as well as in others. Besides
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there can be no doubt whatever on the subject now; for the proof is before
our eyes. We can see it. We add just one word. The mathematical wonder of
the number 2520 is exceedingly interesting, and indicates the divine wisdom
of its use in this connection. It has been said, that “the figure is the Least
Common Multiple of all the numbers from 1 to 10. That is to say, you would
have to go on counting up to 2520 before you could find a figure into
which you could divide every number from 1 to 10 without leaving any
remainder.”

Beginning of the End

2520 years, reckoned from 606, B.C., the date when Gentile times
began, brings us down to A.D. 1914, when the end began. We are still in the
transition period. The bondage of the Jew must be loosed in stages even as it
was commenced. Hence, 2520 years, reckoned from 598 B.C., the date of
Ezekiel’s captivity, corresponding with 1922 of our time. And, as we would
infer, that year was a most pregnant one as relating to the release of the Jew
and his land; for these two purposes cannot be divorced. They go hand in
hand. But what was the startling even of 1922? Some one may enquire. It
was the year of the official declaration of the British Mandate over Palestine.
This was the recognition by the nations of Europe of the rights of the Jewish
people to return to Palestine and reconstruct their National Home. That truly
was a momentous, far-reaching event, that after nineteen hundred years of
exile from their land, the Jews were allowed to return. It was the inauguration
of a new epoch for them. It presaged the reversal of the captivity, or reading
down of the city of Jerusalem. Marvelous miracle!

And it is of no little significance that Ezekiel comments upon the date
of his captivity which he declares was five years previous to the date of his
prophetic office. His series of prophecies began in that year (593 B.C.) and
they relate to events after that date. The year 1927 A.D. Corresponds with
and answers to that date. There must have been some striking event, or events
in that year to justify its positive identification by Ezekiel. In glancing back
over that year and its signs which relate directly to the Jew, we found the
following. On the one hand, heaven seems to be opening to them, while on
the other hand, judgment begins to fall upon the world. Note, some sign-
posts, taken from our paper, Grace and Glory, July, 1927, which measures
just 2520 years from the year in which Ezekiel began to prophesy.

The Dry Bones Shaking

The interest toward Christianity is spreading rapidly among the
Jews. Over in Europe, there has been literally a mass movement in that
direction. It is said that in Hungary alone, 40,000 Jewish people have
embraced Christianity. In the city of Budapest, 2,500 Hebrews entered the



Presbyterian Church, and half as many more entered other Protestant
denominations. In the city of Vienna, 1000 Hebrews embraced the Christian
faith; among them being Hans Hertzel, son of the founder of the Zionist
movement. And in other countries as well as in our own, the Jews are coming
into Christianity in numbers. Oh, it makes our hearts rejoice to see that God
is again turning toward His chosen nation.

Awaiting The Messiah

Great excitement and enthusiasm are prevailing among the Jewish
population in Bokhara, a part of the Union Soviet Republic. It is said that
mysterious signs and heavenly messages were given concerning the coming
of the Messiah. A mountain in that region commenced to belch forth smoke,
which, according to a legend among them, is a sign that the Messiah’s arrival
is at hand. The same legend says also that the mountain is the gate of
Paradise. In a certain place, a dove was found with a mysterious note written
in Hebrew under its wings. Another item contributes to the belief of the
nearness of the Messiah. A message from a Bokharan Jew, living in
Palestine, declares that He is coming soon. The enthusiasm seized the people
so strongly, that they are celebrating the occasion by festivals, dancing and
praising God on the streets. Oh, yes, the Jews will put the Christians to shame
with their demonstrations of heavenly joy and their expressions of gratitude
to God, when their wanderings are over and their restoration has come.

Signs in Heaven and Earth

Peter assures us that “wonders in heaven above and signs in the
earth beneath shall precede the coming of the notable day of the Lord”
(“wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come: ” KJV)—Acts
2:19. The beginning of these things is here. The dire upheavals of today
ought to speak to every heart of the nearness of the end. The daily papers are
expressing their amazement at the numbers of dreadful casualties, storms,
floods, etc. Many signs have been seen in heaven-sunspots, total eclipse of
the sun, meteors hanging in the sky and some falling to earth and bursting
with a loud explosion. Some folks in our city, recently viewed a gorgeous
sight in the sky. About ten o'clock, a meteor seemed to be traveling rather
low and fast across the face of the sky. As they gazed upon its brilliancy, it
burst like a sky-rocket, flooding the heavens with a multitude of glorious
illuminated particles of its substance, which dazzled the beholders with its
beauty. It was a sign in the heavens; but they did not realize its importance.

The earthly signs are just as portentous and significant.
100,000,000 tons of rain, with terrific lightning and thunder, have poured



down upon France and the British islands. A late earthquake in Palestine is a
very emphatic sign. There were at least 1,000 deaths, 109 of them in
Jerusalem alone. It was the greatest earthquake that has befallen that land in
a hundred years. Another earthquake was reported from Australia, the other
side of the earth, aggravated by land explosions, a terrific noise, as tho’ all
the demons in hell were clamoring to come out. Then again we read that
Arabs of the desert were terrified by earth-shakings which lasted forty
minutes. God is no respector of persons, or places these days. He only looks
upon and saves the one from these disasters, who is trusting Him for
deliverance. There is no escape from the Power that rules all creation.

Kilanea, the world’s largest volcano, is seething with fire in its latest
outburst. It flooded the entire bottom of its 8 mile pit around crater, with
molten lava. Three fountains of the fiery liquid spurted up thru the trop of
“the pit of everlasting fire,” as the volcano is named. Throughout the day, a
terrific hot blast, carrying sulfur fumes, drove spectators away from the edge
of the pit. Several times it shot out streams of molten rock, putting the natives
in deadly fear. One time, the volume of melted rock was so mighty that it
carried whole forests on its back, setting them on fire like great lighted
torches, as it rolled toward the sea. Mark you, my friendly reader, these
wonders and signs occurred and were recorded in 1927, 2520 years since
Ezekiel first saw heaven opened, and beheld visions of the present time. And
is it not also a coincidence, that these observations should have been related
in the July Paper, which answers to the month (“the fourth,” Ezk. 1:1) in
which “the Word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel?”” Surely, He is
nigh, even at the doors.

The Vision of Glory

Ezekiel’s first vision is marvelous. He is in his 30th year and among
the captives by the river Chebar when the heavens are opened to him. There
IS quite a correspondence with the Lord Jesus Christ, who was thirty years of
age when He saw heaven opened at His baptism in Jordan (*Matthew 3:16).
This is the only place that the phrase “heaven opened” is found in the Old
Testament, and it is surely prophetic of Jehovah’s tender mercy beginning to
be shown to the Jews. We read in Revelation Four of a door opened in
heaven. John heard the words, “Come up hither,” and he was caught up there.
These two prophets, Ezekiel and John, are closely connected and in harmony
with each other in their prophecies and are occupied with the same events,
the same people, and the same time, in the main.

! Matthew 3:16 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him:”



1:3 The word of the Lord came expressly
unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in
the land of the Chaldeans by the river
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there
upon him.

1:4 And | looked, and, behold, a whirlwind
came out of the north, a great cloud, and a
fire infolding itself, and a brightness was
about it, and out of the midst thereof as the
colour of amber, out of the midst of the
fire.

1:5 Also out of the midst thereof came the
likeness of four living creatures. And this
was their appearance; they had the likeness
of a man.

1:6 And every one had four faces, and
every one had four wings.

1:7 And their feet were straight feet; and
the sole of their feet was like the sole of a
calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour
of burnished brass.

1:8 And they had the hands of a man under
their wings on their four sides; and they
four had their faces and their wings.

1:9 Their wings were joined one to another;
they turned not when they went; they went
every one straight forward.

1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, they

four had the face of a man, and the face of a
lion, on the right side: and they four had the
face of an ox on the left side; they four also
had the face of an eagle.

The great vision of the Cherubim under the firmament, and the
dazzling Man above upon the throne, seen by Ezekiel, is almost the
counterpart of the scene described by John. The only difference is their
location. Ezekiel beholds the living creatures on earth. John beholds them in
heaven. The latter prophet is shown some happenings that came after those
with which Ezekiel is favored in the earlier part of this book, tho’ he too sees
the later things afterward. It will simplify Ezekiel’s writings to view them in
line with John’s visions.

“The Word of the Lord came expressly” to the prophet and he heard
it, and saw visions. Hence, if we desire to understand his prophecies, they
must come expressly unto us, and we must take hold of them. “And the hand
of the Lord was upon [Ezekiel].” Here we have the order for the servant of
the Lord. First, the opened heaven; then the vision of Jesus as the One in
authority, Head over His Church; afterward the direct call and the
enablement by the power of God. The sentence, “the hand of the Lord was
upon him,” or “came upon me,” is found seven times in the book of Ezekiel
—Chaps. 1:3, 3:14, and 22, 8:1, 33:24, 37:1 and 40:1.

The great vision of glory, which greets us in the first chapter, had
been unfolded in our tract, “Cherubim and Seraphim.” We can add little to
the instruction found therein, except to emphasize the fact, that the vision
reveals Christ on the throne at the point of time, when Ezekiel’s prophecies
begin to be fulfilled. We have learned from the correspondence of these dates
with the end, that it was in 1927. It is possible, tho’, and we believe probable,
that Christ began to take His place on the judgment throne in 1914, when
“the times of the Gentiles” began to close. Christ is correcting, separating
and judging His Church now. Peter tells us that “judgment must begin at the
house of God”—1 Peter 4:17. They that yield to His authority are being
qualified to sit with Him in His judgment of the nations (Matt. 26:31-46) and
later reign with Him on His throne of universal empire.

John, in his Patmos vision, views Christ in His capacity as Judge of
the Church, “walking in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.” His
bosom is girded up, teaching the restraining of His mercy, as He searches,
probes and reveals the hidden depths of the hearts of His people. He is
bringing to light all that is not in conformity to His will and insists on the
correction and the putting away of all that offends. If there first be the willing
mind, He will strengthen for the obedience.

Observe that the throne which Ezekiel views, and with which the
Cherubim are connected and in harmony, is the throne of a Man. First, the
living creatures had the “likeness of a Man” (1:5). Then, there was the
“likeness as the appearance of a Man” upon the throne. And that Man was
enshrouded in glory with the rainbow about Him. “And | saw as the color of
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1:11 Thus were their faces: and their wings
were stretched upward; two wings of every
one were joined one to another, and two
covered their bodies.

1:12 And they went every one straight
forward: whither the spirit was to go, they
went; and they turned not when they went.

1:13 As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like burning
coals of fire, and like the appearance of
lamps: it went up and down among the
living creatures; and the fire was bright,
and out of the fire went forth lightning.

1:14 And the living creatures ran and
returned as the appearance of a flash of
lightning.

1:15 Now as | beheld the living creatures,
behold one wheel upon the earth by the
living creatures, with his four faces.

1:16 The appearance of the wheels and
their work was like unto the colour of a
beryl: and they four had one likeness: and
their appearance and their work was as it
were a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

1:17 When they went, they went upon their
four sides: and they turned not when they
went.

1:18 As for their rings, they were so high
that they were dreadful; and their rings
were full of eyes round about them four.

1:19 And when the living creatures went,
the wheels went by them: and when the
living creatures were lifted up from the
earth, the wheels were lifted up.

1:20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go,
they went, thither was their spirit to go; and
the wheels were lifted up over against
them: for the spirit of the living creature
was in the wheels.

1:21 When those went, these went; and
when those stood, these stood; and when
those were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up over against them:

amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it”, from the appearance
of His loins even upward, and from the appearance of His loins even
downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round
about. “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain,
so was the appearance of the brightness round about”—(1:27-28).

There cannot be the shadow of a doubt, that this description
anticipates the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ on His throne of judgment
and government, all authority given into His hands. His fourfold character as
King, Servant, Man, and Son of God, portrayed in the Gospel Records, is
well known; but in the vision, the Cherubim are seen with the same faces.
Hence, we would infer that they have a part in the judgment throne of Christ
while they are still upon earth. They are representative, as we have noted, of
the overcomers who have been corrected and are ready for translation. They
are doing the will of God, carried along in its mighty irresistible movings,
and shortly they will move up to heaven where John at a later date beholds
them. He sees them in the throne and around about the throne when the Lamb
of God receives the title deed to the world (Revelation 5).

Location of the Throne

Ezekiel views the storm cloud, the whirlwind and the fire coming
from the north. These are symbolic of Divine Glory and attest the fact of the
presence of Jehovah. The Shekina cloud is always associated with His
appearance to Israel. He led them out of Egypt in a pillar of cloud and fire.
Sinai was enveloped in a thick cloud and the Lord descended upon it in fire
(Exodus 19). The vision is seen coming from the north. This is significant,
for the throne of God is in “the sides of the north” (Isaiah 14:13). The city of
the great King, the heavenly Jerusalem, shall be builded on the north (*Psalm
48:2). Also we read that promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from
the west, nor from the south (Psalm 75:6), but promotion cometh from the
north, that is, from the throne of God above.

The bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain as mentioned by Ezekiel
tells us further of those last day events. It reminds us of the mercy that was
promised to the earth after the deluge—Gen. 9. Israel’s hour of judgment is
approaching; but “the bow about the throne” tells us that Jehovah’s wrath
will be tempered with mercy. The judgment must come before the
restoration; but the one is the harbinger of the other. The everlasting covenant
must be fulfilled to the people of destiny. The stormcloud and the whirlwind

1 Psalm 48:2 “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides
of the north, the city of the great King.”

2 Psalm 75:6 “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the
south.”
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for the spirit of the living creature was in
the wheels.

1:22 And the likeness of the firmament
upon the heads of the living creature was as
the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched
forth over their heads above.

1:23 And under the firmament were their
wings straight, the one toward the other:
every one had two, which covered on this
side, and every one had two, which covered
on that side, their bodies.

1:24 And when they went, | heard the noise
of their wings, like the noise of great
waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the
voice of speech, as the noise of an host:
when they stood, they let down their wings.

1:25 And there was a voice from the
firmament that was over their heads, when
they stood, and had let down their wings.

1:26 And above the firmament that was
over their heads was the likeness of a
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire
stone: and upon the likeness of the throne
was the likeness as the appearance of a man
above upon it.

1:27 And | saw as the colour of amber, as
the appearance of fire round about within it,
from the appearance of his loins even
upward, and from the appearance of his
loins even downward, | saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and it had brightness
round about.

1:28 As the appearance of the bow that is in
the cloud in the day of rain, so was the
appearance of the brightness round about.
This was the appearance of the likeness of
the glory of the Lord. And when | saw it, |
fell upon my face, and | heard a voice of
one that spake.

will pass away and only the rainbow will be seen around the throne.
Judgment if His strange work; but His mercy endureth forever.

Ezekiel was overcome by the glory and majesty of the vision. He fell
upon his face in deep abasement before the matchless splendor of the Man
upon the throne and he hears a voice speaking unto Him. It was not one of
the Cherubim who spoke. They are silent in Ezekiel’s vision, tho’ in
Revelation they are heard calling forth the judgments of God upon the world.
Here is further proof that our interpretation is correct. They figure the
overcoming Church which shall jointly share with Christ in His throne.
Ezekiel sees them on the earth under the throne, directing the moving of the
judgment of which they are a part. The Word which they proclaim is judging
the world whether the latter heed it, or not. Their voice is that of the
Almighty, even as was John the Baptist’s in his day. And their voice has
power. It brings results with its commands even if these are only heard by
the Lord. They are bringing great results to pass by prayer and supplication,
reigning thru the abundance of grace which they are appropriating. “Thus
saith the Lord God, | will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel,
to do it for them”-Ezek. 36:37.

Chapters 2-3:14
Ezekiel’s Commission
Chapter 2

“And He said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet and | will
speak unto thee. And the Spirit entered into me when He spoke unto me and
set me upon my feet, that | heard Him that spoke unto me. And he said unto
me, Son of man, | send thee to the children of Israel to a rebellious nation
that have rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against
me unto this very day; for they are impudent children and hard hearted. | do
send thee unto them and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God.
And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear (for they are
a rebellious house) yet shall they know that there hath been a prophet among
them” (““And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will
speak unto thee. And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and
set me upon my feet, that | heard him that spake unto me. And he said unto
me, Son of man, | send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation
that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed
against me, even unto this very day. For they are impudent children and
stiffnearted. | do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God. And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will
forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been
a prophet among them.” KJV)—Chap. 2:1-5.
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Chapter 2

2:1 And he said unto me, Son of man, stand
upon thy feet, and | will speak unto thee.

2:2 And the spirit entered into me when he
spake unto me, and set me upon my feet,
that I heard him that spake unto me.

2:3 And he said unto me, Son of man, |
send thee to the children of Israel, to a
rebellious nation that hath rebelled against
me: they and their fathers have transgressed
against me, even unto this very day.

2:4 For they are impudent children and
stiffhearted. | do send thee unto them; and
thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God.

2:5 And they, whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear, (for they are a
rebellious house,) yet shall know that there
hath been a prophet among them.

2:6 And thou, son of man, be not afraid of
them, neither be afraid of their words,
though briers and thorns be with thee, and
thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not
afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at
their looks, though they be a rebellious
house.

2:7 And thou shalt speak my words unto
them, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear: for they are most
rebellious.

The glorious vision of the Lord affected Ezekiel in a strangely solemn
manner, even as was the case with Isaiah, Daniel and John who all received
somewhat similar visions. He fell upon his face to the ground; but the Lord
graciously lifted him up by His compelling Word. He addressed him as
"Son of Man," which title was also given to Daniel—'Dan. 8:17. It is found
exactly one hundred times in the book of Ezekiel. The Lord called
Himself by the same name eighty-six times. It is His title as the rejected
Man who shall nevertheless be the accepted One in a soon coming day. We
infer that Daniel and Ezekiel are in some sense types of Christ in His
suffering and exaltation because of being called by this title.

The Man upon the throne commanded the prophet to stand upon his
feet, and the power was there for the enabling. “The Spirit entered into me,”
he explains. The Word and the Spirit are connected, and yet distinguished
the one from the other. Ezekiel further adds, “I heard Him that spake.” He
understood what the Lord desired him to know, namely that he was appointed
as prophet to the house of Israel.

His commission was similar to that received by other prophets. It was
definite call to a definite work, no imagination about it. He was sent by
Jehovah to a rebellious nation, the same word used for “heathen.” It suggests
that Israel will be the heathen in the time when this prophecy of Ezekiel shall
have its real fulfillment. This would be contrary to the Anglo-Israel theory;
for according to that teaching, the so-called Christian nations are the ten lost
tribes of Israel. But it really does not concern the Church in any marked
degree to know who Israel are, or where located. Our concern is to ascertain
where we are on the program of God’s drama and when we are to take our
departure and how much good we do our fellowmen while we remain. These
are the questions that should interest us and we are looking into these
necessary things. There is no speculation, nor uncertainty connected with
them either; but they are plainly answered in the Book.

Ezekiel’s vision and prophecies are of vital interest to us because we
are assured that now is the time of their fulfillment. We believe that the
prophet represents the two witnesses of the end (Revelation 11), who may be
even now called and commissioned and speaking to the rebellious house of
Israel, though not manifested, nor known as those men. There are watchmen
on the walls today who are declaring to the people “thus saith the Lord.” Why
is not one, or more, of these the antitypical Ezekiel? The year 1927, the
corresponding date in the end-time, was a most significant year as regards
the dealings of Jehovah with His ancient people. The heavens have been
opened to them in a most marked manner since then, as we have already

1 Daniel 8:17 “So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell
upon by face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end
shall be the vision."
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2:8 But thou, son of man, hear what | say
unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that
rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat
that I give thee.

2:9 And when | looked, behold, an hand
was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book
was therein;

2:10 And he spread it before me; and it was
written within and without: and there was
written therein lamentations, and mourning,
and woe.

Chapter 3

3:1 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man,
eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go
speak unto the house of Israel.

3:2 So | opened my mouth, and he caused
me to eat that roll.

3:3 And he said unto me, Son of man,
cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels
with this roll that | give thee. Then did | eat
it; and it was in my mouth as honey for
sweetness.

3:4 And he said unto me, Son of man, go,
get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak
with my words unto them.

3:5 For thou art not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of an hard language, but
to the house of Israel;

3:6 Not to many people of a strange speech
and of an hard language, whose words thou
canst not understand. Surely, had | sent
thee to them, they would have hearkened
unto thee.

3.7 But the house of Israel will not hearken
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto
me: for all the house of Israel are impudent
and hardhearted.

shown. Hence, why should we not expect that these two witnesses have
already been favored with a vision of the glory and appointed to a definite
work? Anyway if not, they are scheduled to appear shortly, according to
John’s prophecy (Revelation 11).

Chapter 3:1-3:14

“And when | looked, behold a hand was sent unto me, and lo, a roll
of a book was therein. x x X Moreover He said unto me, Son of Man, eat
the roll and go speak unto the house of Israel.” (“And when I looked, behold,
an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein;...Moreover
he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak
unto the house of Israel. ”—Chap. 2:9 & 3:1 KJV)

This scroll plays an important part in prophecy. Zechariah sees a
similar document flying over the earth—'Zech. 5:1. John in his vision is
commanded to take the scroll, which is open, from the hand of the Angel,
which is Christ Himself, and eat it—?Rev. 10:9. These three men, Zechariah,
John and Ezekiel, prophets of the endtime, are declaring the same things;
hence, the scroll in each case has similar meaning. It is proclaiming the
“lamentation, mourning and woe” that are coming upon the world because
of its rebellion against the authority of Christ. Ezekiel as well as John ate the
roll and both found it sweet as honey in their mouths; but John tells us that
afterward his belly was made bitter because of its contents. These scrolls
symbolize the message of judgment as was intimated that these prophets
were appointed to announce. Zechariah also has the same message for a
disobedient, lawless generation who refuse to yield to the Lord and His
Word. His scroll is seen flying thru-out the earth, bringing a curse wherever
it goes.

Ezekiel’s experience at this point is most interesting and instructive.
He acts out his own yielded life and the inspiration of his words. He received
the little book, accepted it and ate it, then gave out the message it contained.
The Lord is responsible for all that he says and does. His life is no more his
own, neither his words. The Man on the throne is his Master. He says, “Son
of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel and speak with my words unto
them” (3:4). There is no question whatever as to who is the responsible party
back of the prophecy which Ezekiel proclaims.

And vyet failure is predicted by Jehovah for the message and
messenger. He says, “The house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they

1 Zechariah 5:1 “Then | turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying
roll.”

2 Revelation 10:9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book.
And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be

in they mouth sweet as honey.
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3:8 Behold, I have made thy face strong
against their faces, and thy forehead strong
against their foreheads.

3:9 As an adamant harder than flint have |
made thy forehead: fear them not, neither

be dismayed at their looks, though they be
a rebellious house.

3:10 Moreover he said unto me, Son of
man, all my words that | shall speak unto
thee receive in thine heart, and hear with
thine ears

3:11 And go, get thee to them of the
captivity, unto the children of thy people,
and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus
saith the Lord God; whether they will hear,
or whether they will forbear.

3:12 Then the spirit took me up, and | heard
behind me a voice of a great rushing,
saying, Blessed be the glory of

the Lord from his place.

3:13 I heard also the noise of the wings of
the living creatures that touched one
another, and the noise of the wheels over
against them, and a noise of a great rushing.

3:14 So the spirit lifted me up, and took me
away, and | went in bitterness, in the heat
of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was
strong upon me.

will not hearken unto Me.” But that prophecy was not to hinder, nor
discourage Ezekiel. His commission was to speak Jehovah’s words
regardless of the people’s attitude. Absolute obedience was demanded of
him. He could then leave results to the Master. Like the faithful ox that will
walk around in the same old beaten track, year after year without faltering,
or refusing to disobey, so those men of God went on in obedience to the
divine will. It was not their business to question how, or why, “theirs but to
do and die,” is necessary. All this is considered extremely fanatical and
foolish by the religious, level-head today; but it is the way of the Man of God
in every age. Also men of today insist that we cannot be successful if we do
not think we will succeed. It is considered the height of folly to tell the truth
about men and their doings. “Pessimists” are warned to keep their distance.
And even well-meaning and enthusiastic Christians are caught in the vortex
of the world’s false assurance and hypocritical “bull,” and do not want the
facts declared. They like to pretend that things are all right with the world
and the Church is getting affairs in shape for a millennium; but alas, the very
opposite is the verdict of the Lord. “The time will come when they shall not
endure sound doctrine,” is the unpalatable message Paul speaks for the last
two days. They shall “not endure,” much less rejoice in it. And that time is
right here. Paul’s message as well as Ezekiel’s message are refused today
even as it was when they personally proclaimed the Truth. But what shall
these later messengers do? Shall they quit the field because there is no great
reception of the Truth? No, no, they cannot but speak the message if they are
called and commissioned as were those prophets.

Ezekiel was taken up by the Spirit and he heard behind him a voice
of great rushing. “Blessed be the glory of the Lord from this place.” And he
also heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures as they touched one
another and the noise of the wheels over against them and the noise of a great
rushing. Ezekiel is borne up by the Spirit into the “day of the Lord.” He is
rushed along by the power and authority of the Man upon the throne above,
and the Cherubim beneath. The great vision of the glory of the Lord is still
visible to the prophet, only now it is viewed in motion. We can feel the power
of it as we read his words. The great activity, the mighty moving of those
seraphic beings sound to the prophet’s listening ears as “the rushing, mighty
wind” of which we read in Acts 2, when the Spirit descended upon the
Church on the day of Pentecost. He there came upon the first company of
believers of this age and baptized them into one body which provisionally
was the One Baptism whereby all believers of this age were constituted the
one Body, the Church. But the sound which Ezekiel hears, tho’ it is still the
rushing of the Spirit, yet now it is His power in the Church, or that portion
of that Body who have yielded to His enduement and are clothed upon with
power from on high and are doing the will of God upon the earth. They are
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3:15 Then | came to them of the captivity at
Telabib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar,
and | sat where they sat, and remained there
astonished among them seven days.

3:16 And it came to pass at the end of
seven days, that the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

a most mighty people, a great force as joined to Christ on His throne in
heaven. They are taking hold of world sovereignty and are irresistible
conquerors. God is moving in them and they are moving on in His will,
moving out of the way the mighty principalities and powers, spiritual
wickednesses in high places, thus defeating Satan and all his host, by simple
faith in the Word of God. But the world knows them not.

Ezekiel’s words in the former description of these majestic beings is
most suggestive and instructive. When they went, he heard “the noise of their
wings like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, as the voice
of speech, as the noise of an host; when they stood they let down their wings”
(Chapter 1:24). It is unmistakably clear from this language that these
messengers are not angels, neither are they just ordinary redeemed men, but
extraordinary overcomers. Angels are not linked with humanity and the
throne of Christ. The coming age which is even now at hand, is not put in
subjection to angels, but is put under the dominion of Christ the new Man
and those overcoming saints of the present age who shall reign jointly with
Him (Hebrews 2:5-18). The Cherubim are representative of these victorious
ones, living creatures indeed, some of whom are on earth at the present time
and are taking hold of their throne rights in Christ in spite of all the power of
the world, the flesh, and the devil to defeat them.

Chapters 3:15 to 7:27
Ezekiel’s First Prophecy

“Then | came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the
river of Chebar, and | sat where they sat, and remained there astonished
among them seven days. And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that
the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, | have made thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel;” (3:15-17)

This is the third section of the first division of the book. Here the Lord
laid upon Ezekiel the great responsibility of watchman to the house of Israel.
He is brought by the Spirit to the village of Telabib. It was no doubt at another
point of the river than where he had seen the vision of the glory. Ezekiel is
now made as an actor to the astonished Jews assembled at Telabib. He plays
a part in four scenes. These were signs to the house of Israel. The first was
the “tile sign,” which portrays Jerusalem in a siege (Ch. 4:1-3); the second
was the “posture sign,” Ezekiel laying 390 days upon his left side and 40
days on his right, prophesying all the time as to the destruction of the beloved
city and the Jews’ captivity (Ch. 4:4-8); the “food sign” and its preparation
(Ch. 4:9-17); which occupied the same time, 390 days upon which he laid on
his left side. The latter was also a prediction of the famine of those dreadful
days of judgment when the Jews would eat defiled bread. The “shaving sign”
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3:17 Son of man, | have made thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and
give them warning from me.

3:18 When | say unto the wicked, Thou
shalt surely die; and thou givest him not
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked
from his wicked way, to save his life; the
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity;
but his blood will I require at thine hand.

3:19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he
turn not from his wickedness, nor from his
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul.

3:20 Again, When a righteous man doth
turn from his righteousness, and commit
iniquity, and | lay a stumbling-block before
him, he shall die: because thou hast not
given him warning, he shall die in his sin,
and his righteousness which he hath done
shall not be remembered; but his blood will
I require at thine hand.

3:21 Nevertheless if thou warn the
righteous man, that the righteous sin not,
and he doth not sin, he shall surely live,
because he is warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul.

3:22 And the hand of the Lord was there
upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go
forth into the plain, and I will there talk

with thee.

was the fourth and is described more minutely than the others. The hair was
shaven from the head and the beard of the Prophet and divided into three
parts; the one part to be burned in the fire, the other part smitten about with
a knife; while the other fraction was to be scattered to the wind, whence after
it a sword was sent: also a few were taken and bound in the skirts of Ezekiel
—Ch. 5.

This sign is easily seen to be that of judgment also, even as were the
other signs. Then the prophet speaks two solemn denunciatory messages
which close this section. The first predicts the destructions that were to fall
upon the land and the people, and their dispersion (Ch. 6), even as the signs
predicted. The second message proclaims the utter end that was to come upon
the four corners of the land (Ch. 7).

Ezekiel remained among the captives in Telabib seven days,
astonished and dumb with the burden of his prophecies upon his
countenance. His was no lip service. He has to eat his message. The
judgments which he must speak overwhelmed him; for he knew they would
surely come to pass. His silence was finally broken by the Lord Himself. He
addressed the prophet telling him that He has made him “a watchman unto
the house of Israel.” His duty and responsibility in this respect was set forth
emphatically. Warning the people was the first and important item of his
ministry; hence, he must heard the Word from the Lord’s mouth, for himself.
Otherwise he would have no tidings for others, could not sound the alarm.
The false prophets had no tidings from the Lord. They said, Peace, peace,
when there was no peace. They spoke their own thoughts and followed their
own dreams, the imaginations of their own deceitful hearts, instead of God’s
Word. They did not believe the solemn messages that Jeremiah had given;
therefore they were guilty of the false security, the decline and apostasy
which was in evidence in Israel. And the same curse of false prophets
abounds today. The Word is rejected, ignored and denied by the people
because of their attitude. The solemn truths concerning the judgments that
are predicted to come upon a wicked, apostatized, God defying generation,
are not heard, much less heeded. The watchmen who stand by the
declarations of the Lord and sound the alarm are as popular today as were
Jeremiah and Ezekiel in their day. They are even as popular as a death’s head
at a feast; but they must be true to God.

Details of this Portion

Ezekiel was commissioned to warn individuals, rather than the nation
as a whole; for it was too late for their survival as such. He was to warn the
wicked to turn from his wicked way, or his blood would be required at his
hands. If he delivered his message and the wicked did not heed him, he had
done the will of Jehovah which is the important item. It was the same with
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3:23 Then | arose, and went forth into the
plain: and, behold, the glory of

the Lord stood there, as the glory which |
saw by the river of Chebar: and | fell on my
face.

3:24 Then the spirit entered into me, and
set me upon my feet, and spake with me,
and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within
thine house.

3:25 But thou, O son of man, behold, they
shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind
thee with them, and thou shalt not go out
among them:

3:26 And I will make thy tongue cleave to
the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be
dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover:
for they are a rebellious house.

the righteous. If he too should die in his iniquity; but the Prophet is
blameless. He has done what he could. After being warned, each one is
responsible and must bear the consequences of his own conduct. The doom
of the nation cannot be averted; but individuals may escape, by hearing the
Word and acting accordingly.

The above portion of Scripture as well as the corresponding one,
chapter thirty-three, are often used in defense of the error of salvation by
works; but it is so childish, that it hardly deserves an answer. Ezekiel’s
message has nothing whatever in common with the doctrine of the
Church. He is talking Israel, a people under the covenant of law, who were
about to bear the consequences of that broken covenant and the only way to
escape was by repentance and turning to God in obedience. Even the one
who had been obedient, the one whose acts were righteous, if he failed in the
midst of the great national apostasy, when the judgment was ready to fall, his
former acts would not avail. He too would be swept away in judgment with
the nation; but this is not the Gospel. The Apostle Paul is the teacher at
whose feet we learn the doctrine of the Church. All Scripture is God-
breathed and is profitable for the man of God; but all Scripture was not
written for the Church alone, nor does it concern that Body personally. But
the Writings of the Apostle Paul are the exclusive property of the
Church. They were written to them and for them and concern them
alone. Hence, let us read them and learn the eternal security as well as the
exalted destiny of the Body of Christ, and then we will not be confused,
neither will we give to others, nor take to ourselves Scriptures which is not
ours.

After Ezekiel is solemnly charged to deliver the message, the hand of
the Lord is upon him. We believe this latter phrase has the same significance
as the different viewpoints of John in the Isle of Patmos visions. He is given
a fresh revelation and a new message each time “the hand of the Lord” is
mentioned as falling upon him. At the present instance, he is brought to the
plain where he again beholds the glory of the Lord which he saw by the river
Chebar. He falls upon his face and he says, “The Spirit entered into me and
set me upon my feet and said unto me, Go shut thyself within thy house”
(3:24). He could not deliver the warning message which he had just heard.
He was shut up by the Lord.

Ezekiel was a sign to the people. He was now to act out their attitude
to Jehovah’s words. He was to shut himself up in his house, thus declaring
that they were shutting up their hearts, refusing to hear the judgment peals.
He was made dumb for a time as a witness to them of what was coming upon
them. God was going to refuse to speak to them for a time for their
disobedience and rebellion toward Him. It appears from the context that the
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3:27 But when | speak with thee, I will
open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto
them, Thus saith the Lord God; He that
heareth, let him hear; and he that
forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a
rebellious house.

people bound him and then the Lord would not let him speak to them by way
of retaliation. He was thus a reprover to them by his very silence. His
dumbness was a witness of the long years in which the nation would not hear
the Word of the Lord by any prophet. He testified that there was no hope, for
they were a rebellious house and judgment could not be stayed. But yet, his
dumbness was not complete, nor constant. The last verse of the chapter
proves this fact. “When | speak with thee, | will open thy mouth and thou
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; he that heareth, let him hear
and he that forebeareth, let him forebear; for they are a rebellious house”.

After the destruction of Jerusalem, the Prophet’s mouth was opened
and his powers of speech were permanently restored, as we read. “And it
came to pass...that one that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me
saying, the city is smitten. Now the hand of the Lord was upon me in the
evening afore he that was escaped came . . . and my mouth was opened and
I was no more dumb” (Ch. 33:21- 22).

The fall of Jerusalem betokened its absolute treading down by the
Gentiles. It was from that time in the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. The times
of the Gentiles was a fact. The Jew was in subjection. The loosing of
Ezekiel’s tongue at that point has marvelous significance when viewed in its
relation to the end when the reversal of conditions is on the way to
fulfillment. The times of the Jews are beginning. The loosing of their
captivity is a fact in a certain degree. Ezekiel is not only a sign to the people,
but he is their type. The rise of Jerusalem will surely come even as its fall. It
is on the way to it now, and when it is accomplished, Jehovah will no more
be dumb toward His people, the Jews. They will again hear His Voice and,
filled with fervor and zeal will rise up and be the evangelists to the world.
All these events in the book of Ezekiel have corresponding value in the end
time, but in reverse order.

Chapters 4 and 5

The four signs in as we noted, are predictions of the doom which was
even at that day hanging over the city, but which the captives in Babylon
refused to believe. The false prophets who were in their midst encouraged
them in the false hope of their speedy return to their land; hence, the predicted
destruction by Ezekiel was thought incredible. And the prophet’s acted-out
signs of the people’s condition in the siege that was to come on the city was
foolishness to them, but Ezekiel was not thereby excused from his part in the

play.
The Tile Sign

Chapter 4

“Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and
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Chapter 4

4:1 Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile,
and lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it
the city, even Jerusalem:

4:2 And lay siege against it, and build a fort
against it, and cast a mount against it; set
the camp also against it, and set battering
rams against it round about.

4:3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron
pan, and set it for a wall of iron between
thee and the city: and set thy face against it,
and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay
siege against it. This shall be a sign to the
house of Israel.

portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem. And lay siege against it. This shall
be a sign to the house of Israel.”

The significance of this is plain. Jehovah would instruct His people
of that day, as well as of a later time when they were in a later siege, that He
had allowed it. The Roman army came up against Jerusalem, A. D. 70, and
it was a far greater siege than that of Nebuchadnezzar’s day, not only in
extent of time, but of suffering. We believe it also refers to another siege
which is yet to come against Jerusalem in the latter end of the great
tribulation, the time of Jacob’s trouble. That will be the worst siege and the
greatest famine will be experienced then.

The prophet was commanded to take a tile. It literally means a clay
slab which the Babylonians used to write upon. Libraries of such tiles are
said to have been uncovered by the work of excavators. Those tiles were
almost square, generally fourteen by twelve inches. Some have been found
engraven with astrological figures and building plans; hence, we learn that
they were used as we use paper. Ezekiel was to draw upon the soft clay a
surface a picture of Jerusalem in the siege. The Prophet himself was to act
as the; he was the besieger. He was representative of Jehovah who was to
act as tho’ he was against Jerusalem, or men who had never destroyed that
beloved city. Notice the word “against” in these few verses. It is repeated
seven times. Then take the suggestive of the Lord’s attitude right now. Their
inequities and rebellion had separated them from God—1!Isa. 52:2. The first
sign, therefore, is the witness of the successful siege of Jerusalem by their
enemies. At that time it was the Chaldeans, later the Romans, and still later
the armies of the world will be gathered around Jerusalem. Yet they gave no
serious attention to the Prophet, but yielded to their foolish dreams believing
the false prophets. We see the same condition today. Our age, so boastful,
self-righteous and secure in its apparent strength will end in great
catastrophes. “Judgment will again be laid to the line and righteousness to
the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies and the waters
shall overflow the hiding place” (“Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.” KJV)—Isa. 28:17.
God’s Word shall be fulfilled regardless of Peace Pacts and Peace and Safety
slogans. Nothing can stay His Hand when once the hour has struck.

The Posture Sign

“Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of
Israel upon it; according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it

! Tsaiah 52:2 “Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.”
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4:4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay
the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it:
according to the number of the days that
thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their
iniquity.

4:5 For | have laid upon thee the years of
their iniquity, according to the number of
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so
shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of
Israel.

4:6 And when thou hast accomplished
them, lie again on thy right side, and thou
shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah
forty days: | have appointed thee each day
for a year.

4.7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward
the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall
be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy
against it.

4:8 And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee,
and thou shalt not turn thee from one side
to another, till thou hast ended the days of
thy siege.

4:9 Take thou also unto thee wheat, and
barley, and beans, and lentiles, and millet,
and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and
make thee bread thereof, according to the
number of the days that thou shalt lie upon
thy side, three hundred and ninety days
shalt thou eat thereof.

4:10 And thy meat which thou shalt eat
shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day:
from time to time shalt thou eat it.

thou shalt bear their iniquity” (4:4).

In the second sign, we are given to see the punishment upon the
people, rather than upon the city, as in the first sign. In his own person the
Prophet tasted the degradation and judgment which was about to come upon
the nation. It is not said that Ezekiel should lie 390 days upon his left side
and then 40 days upon his right side continuously. We rather incline to the
opposite view; for the fact that he must prepare food to eat during those days
excludes this extreme deduction. No doubt he obeyed the command as he
understood it and gave the people the sign the Lord desired. The number of
days 430 in all are representative of years as the text shows. We are reminded
of Exodus, where the sojourning of Israel in the land of Egypt is given as 430
years when God was as a stranger to them. That time was a most emphatic
type of this present dispensation when Israel are wanderers on the face of the
earth. That Seventy Years in Babylon was but an earnest of this later and
greatest captivity that is just about at its final loosing stage. Evidently, the
390 and 40 days, or 430 days, foretell the 430 years of God’s silence or
dumbness toward Israel, from Malachi to the anointing of Jesus.
Immediately, He began to speak unto them as figured by the loosing of
Ezekiel’s tongue. And more than this; as we read, the Lord said expressly to
Ezekiel, “I have laid upon you the years of their iniquity X X x So shalt thou
bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.” (4:5) Hence, we see that the sign
pictured the actual meted-out punishment that was to fall upon the people.
The primary application then of the 390 and 40 days must be to the period of
their punishment. The Prophet therefore bore in his own person the suffering
which the nation was to experience. In a sense he was a type of Christ, as we
have noted previously, who bore the iniquities of all mankind in His own
body on the tree. It is written of Him, “He was wounded for our
transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our
peace was upon Him and with His stripes we are healed”—Isa. 53:5.

The Sign of Famine and Defiled Bread

“Take thou also unto thee wheat and barley and beans and lentils and
millet and fitches and put them in one vessel and make bread thereof
according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side...And
the meat that thou shalt eat shall be by weight twenty shekels a day. From
time to time shalt thou eat it. And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes and thou
shalt bake it with dung” “Thou shalt prepare thy bread therecon,”—Chap. 4:9-
15.

Here is where the critics are horrified. And some of them actually
refuse to acknowledge the God that would require such an abominable thing,
as they say. But the Lord realized what He was doing. He knew the storm
this would invoke from unbelief all down the centuries; nevertheless He
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4:11 Thou shalt drink also water by
measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time
to time shalt thou drink.

4:12 And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes,
and thou shalt bake it with dung that
cometh out of man, in their sight.

4:13 And the Lord said, Even thus shall the
children of Israel eat their defiled bread
among the Gentiles, whither | will drive
them.

4:14 Then said I, Ah Lord God! behold, my
soul hath not been polluted: for from my
youth up even till now have I not eaten of
that which dieth of itself, or is torn in
pieces; neither came there abominable flesh
into my mouth.

4:15 Then he said unto me, Lo, | have
given thee cow's dung for man's dung, and
thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

4:16 Moreover he said unto me, Son of
man, behold, | will break the staff of bread
in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by
weight, and with care; and they shall drink
water by measure, and with astonishment:

4:17 That they may want bread and water,
and be astonied one with another, and
consume away for their iniquity.

Chapter 5

5:1 And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp
knife, take thee a barber's razor, and cause
it to pass upon thine head and upon thy
beard: then take thee balances to weigh,
and divide the hair.

5:2 Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in
the midst of the city, when the days of the
siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a
third part, and smite about it with a knife:
and a third part thou shalt scatter in the

insists on Ezekiel’s obedience in this matter also. The Prophet too is horrified
and in despair as the fact overwhelms him that Jehovah exacts obedience. He
cries to Him for a change in respect of the dung. The answer comes that he
may substitute cow’s dung and Ezekiel must be satisfied with this
concession. God’s ways are sometimes strange and his will exacting, but if
we are in His hand there is nothing to do but obey.

This eating defiled bread is a sign, as the others, of the horrors of the
Babylonish siege and the later one, the Roman, and the still future one that
is not far distant at the present writing. The eating by weight presaged the
scarcity of foodstuffs. It sounded the bell, warning of the coming famine,
terrible famine that will be part of the judgment of this doomed world. The
defilement of the bread witnesses especially of the unclean conditions that
will obtain during the siege and what abominable things the people in
Jerusalem will be obliged to eat, even as they have already eaten in the past
when they have been scattered, as it is written, “Even thus shall the children
of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles whither | will drive
them.” It was also announced by Hosea that “they shall eat unclean things in
Assyria”—Hos. 9:3-4.

Ezekiel baked the bread as the Lord commanded, while, no doubt the
captives looked on the scene with amazement that a priest could eat such
food. The least taint of uncleanness was abhorrent to a Jew and much more
to a priest. But the Lord was showing them the defilement of His priestly
nation and if it was abhorrent to them, how much more to Him to view their
corruption; for He is holy. They were only showing out by their eating the
bread of defilement, the corruption of the old man. The Lord turns away from
man’s sinfulness with the same repugnance that Ezekiel felt for the defiled
bread. And He desires that they know it.

The Final Sign
Chapter 5

“And thou son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s
razor and cause it to pass upon thy head and upon thy beard and take thee
balances to weigh and divide the hair” (5:1).

As we noted previously, the hair that is shaved from the beard and
head of the prophet witnesses of the scattering of the people. The razor, the
sword of God’s justice, was to be used to separate them into three parts. The
one part was to be burned with fire, a picture of the fate of a part of the people
during the siege; and besides the fire, the pestilence and famine was to
consume them. Another part was to be destroyed by the sword,; still another
part was to be scattered unto the four winds, that is dispersed among the
Gentiles. The sword would also follow these. Then there was a small number

21



wind; and | will draw out a sword after
them.

5:3 Thou shalt also take thereof a few in
number, and bind them in thy skirts.

5:4 Then take of them again, and cast them
into the midst of the fire, and burn them in
the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth
into all the house of Israel.

5:5 Thus saith the Lord God; This is
Jerusalem: | have set it in the midst of the
nations and countries that are round about
her.

5:6 And she hath changed my judgments
into wickedness more than the nations, and
my statutes more than the countries that are
round about her: for they have refused my
judgments and my statutes, they have not
walked in them.

5:7 Therefore thus saith the Lord God:;
Because ye multiplied more than the
nations that are round about you, and have
not walked in my statutes, neither have kept
my judgments, neither have done according
to the judgments of the nations that are
round about you;

5:8 Therefore thus saith the Lord God:;
Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will
execute judgments in the midst of thee in
the sight of the nations.

5:9 And | will do in thee that which I have
not done, and whereunto | will not do any
more the like, because of all thine
abominations.

5:10 Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons
in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat
their fathers; and I will execute judgments
in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will
| scatter into all the winds.

5:11 Wherefore, as I live, saith the

Lord God; Surely, because thou hast
defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable
things, and with all thine abominations,
therefore will | also diminish thee; neither
shall mine eye spare, neither will | have

any pity.

that should be preserved as figured by Ezekiel hiding a few in his garments,
symbolic of Jehovah covering a few from the deserved judgments. And some
of these latter were also cast into the fire, the latter figuring the refiner’s fire,
from which a preserved remnant shall come forth as pure gold. They will be
blessed and be a blessing to the world as is repeatedly witnessed in the
Scriptures—'lsaiah 6:13; Jeremiah 23:3; Ezekiel 6:8.

All these judgments mentioned came upon the city, the land and the
people; but they will come again. The Jews are going back to their land now.
The Lord has opened the way, but His people are still in unbelief. They do
not as a people see that His face is toward them and that the time is at hand
for their restoration to His favor and their place in the world. Hence, their
greatest tribulation is yet further. These four judgments await a future
fulfillment. And we have the proof of this fact in this very portion. Jehovah
speaks in this wise, “l will do in thee that which | have no done and
whereunto | will not do any more the like because of thine abominations.”
Jesus said, relative to the great tribulation, that there was never such a time
of trouble in the world and never shall there be again its like—?Matt. 24:21.
The abomination of Israel have been greater than other people in the sight of
God, because they had great light and responsibility. They profaned the
sanctuary of the Lord repeatedly, but the last profanation of His Holy Place
will be the worst. They will allow the anti-Christ to put his image in the place
where the glory of God was wont to be manifested; hence, their punishment
will be more severe. Poor people, how we weep for them when we realize
the sufferings that are yet before them.

Chapters 6
The First Message

“And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man set thy
face toward the mountains of Israel and prophesy against them. And say, Ye
mountains of Israel, hear the Word of the Lord God”—Chap. 6:1-3.

Here we have the solemn message of judgment against the whole land

! Isaiah 6:13 “But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil
tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed
shall be the substance thereof.”

Jeremiah 23:3 “And | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither | have
driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.”

Ezekiel 6:8 “Yet will | leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword
among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the countries.”

2 Matthew 24:21 “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
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5:12 A third part of thee shall die with the
pestilence, and with famine shall they be
consumed in the midst of thee: and a third
part shall fall by the sword round about
thee; and I will scatter a third part into all
the winds, and | will draw out a sword after
them.

5:13 Thus shall mine anger be
accomplished, and I will cause my fury to
rest upon them, and | will be comforted:
and they shall know that | the Lord have
spoken it in my zeal, when | have
accomplished my fury in them.

5:14 Moreover | will make thee waste, and
a reproach among the nations that are
round about thee, in the sight of all that
pass by.

5:15 So it shall be a reproach and a taunt,
an instruction and an astonishment unto the
nations that are round about thee, when |
shall execute judgments in thee in anger
and in fury and in furious rebukes. |

the Lord have spoken it.

5:16 When | shall send upon them the evil
arrows of famine, which shall be for their
destruction, and which I will send to
destroy you: and | will increase the famine
upon you, and will break your staff of
bread:

5:17 So will 1 send upon you famine and
evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee: and
pestilence and blood shall pass through
thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. |
the Lord have spoken it.

Chapter 6

6:1 And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

6:2 Son of man, set thy face toward the
mountains of Israel, and prophesy against
them,

6:3 And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear
the word of the Lord God; Thus saith the
Lord Godto the mountains, and to the hills,
to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I,

of Israel. The city, Jerusalem, had been mostly in view in the preceding
predictions. The mountains were especially the place of idolatry; hence, God
was against them. They were called “the high places.” Images and shrines of
different kinds were erected upon these mountains where all manner of evil
practices were allowed. Moses had predicted that Israel would come to such
a low state, and he also spoke the judgment which would follow such
departure from God. “I will destroy your high places and cast down your
images and cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols and my soul
shall abhor you. x x x I will bring the land into desolation and your enemies
that dwell therein shall be astonished. And | will scatter you among the
nations and | will draw out a sword after you, and your land shall be desolate
and your cities waste” (“And | will destroy your high places, and cut down
your images, and cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my
soul shall abhor you...And I will bring the land into desolation: and your
enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And I will scatter you
among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall
be desolate, and your cities waste.” KJV)—Lev. 26:30-33.

Is not that an astonishing prophecy given by Moses hundreds of years
before it was fulfilled? Jehovah may delay judgment; but it will come. His
Word shall come to pass in due time. Tho’ the vision tarry, it will come, as
Habakkuk declares. And yet there shall be a remnant as Ezekiel assures to
whom the Lord will show mercy. They will acknowledge their sin and loath
themselves for the evils that had been committed. In all the history of Israel,
as of the Church also, there has been some whose heart was steadfast with
the Lord. It has been even so in this present dispersion of almost nineteen
hundred years, there has been a remnant also of the Jews—*Rom. 11:5. And
that remnant is increasing in these last days. It is quite a host already with
the promise of an abundant harvest.

Ezekiel is commanded to smite his hands, that is, clap them together,
and stamp with his feet to express the outward vehemence of the judgment.
These manifestations are also signs of exultation and delight; but here they
are signs of positive fury and betoken the judgment that is due to fall upon
the mountains of Israel.

We have further thought relating to these “mountains of Israel.” In
Scripture mountains are generally symbolic of nations; hence, why not at this
place also. We thus infer that Israel in the end of the age will have devolved
into nations; for this part of Ezekiel’s predictions must have end-time
significance as well as the rebellion and departure from Him. Who these
nations are we cannot positively state and we do not desire to conjecture; tho’

! Romans 11:5 “Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace.”
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even |, will bring a sword upon you, and |
will destroy your high places.

6:4 And your altars shall be desolate, and
your images shall be broken: and | will cast
down your slain men before your idols.

6:5 And | will lay the dead carcases of the
children of Israel before their idols; and |
will scatter your bones round about your
altars.

6:6 In all your dwellingplaces the cities
shall be laid waste, and the high places
shall be desolate; that your altars may be
laid waste and made desolate, and your
idols may be broken and cease, and your
images may be cut down, and your works
may be abolished.

6:7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of
you, and ye shall know that | am the Lord.

6:8 Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may
have some that shall escape the sword
among the nations, when ye shall be
scattered through the countries.

6:9 And they that escape of you shall
remember me among the nations whither
they shall be carried captives, because | am
broken with their whorish heart, which hath
departed from me, and with their eyes,
which go a whoring after their idols: and
they shall lothe themselves for the evils
which they have committed in all their
abominations.

6:10 And they shall know that | am
the Lord, and that | have not said in vain
that | would do this evil unto them.

6:11 Thus saith the Lord God; Smite with
thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and
say, Alas for all the evil abominations of
the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the

sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

6:12 He that is far off shall die of the
pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by
the sword; and he that remaineth and is
besieged shall die by the famine: thus will |
accomplish my fury upon them.

we have some faint idea on the subject which we may later declare if we have
more data to prove our opinion.

The Second Message
Chapter 7

“Moreover the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Also thou
son of man, thus saith the Lord God unto the land of Israel; An end, an end
is come upon the four corners of the land”—Chap. 7:1-2.

This message closes the first prophecy of Ezekiel. All the other
elements, angles and forms of the judgment peals that preceded are now
compassed and emphasized in this final message. It takes us down to the end
of the judgment of that time of Ezekiel; but much more. It takes us down to
the judgment of the Roman invasion of the land. An utter end came upon the
land in both instances. The people were scattered and the land left desolate;
but we also believe this message foretells a future devastation upon the land.
The end will come again for Israel because of their sins and apostasy. And
the latter will be more pronounced than it ever has been in the past. Hence,
the final judgments will be greater than all that has gone before, because the
people will deserve it in vaster measure. The apostasy will reach its climax
both in Israel and the Church in the end time. And that end is right at hand.
Count how many times the word “end” is mentioned in the first few verses
of this chapter. And then we find that the end is a time of evil. It is the day
of judgment—Vs. 10, 12.

The whole chapter in Hebrew is in the form and rhythm of a poem. It
divides into three sections and appears to include all Ezekiel’s predictions
taking us way down to the end. No doubt we could call this portion of the
first division of the book an outline of the whole. Hence, this present chapter
gives us the end of the calamities and the results on the land and the people.

The First Part

This includes the first nine verses and occupies us with the set time
for judgment. The Lord had waited long; but the end of His mercy had come.
“He being full of compassion often forgave their iniquity and destroyed them
not: yea, many a time turned His anger away and did not stir up all His
wrath”—~Ps. 78:38. But now the cup of their iniquity is full, as also His cup
of wrath. They have rebelled more and more and the day of reckoning is at
hand. Jehovah’s fury was now ready to sweep over the entire land.

And that judgment came as foretold. His eye did not spare nor His
heart pity them. He fulfilled His Word by Ezekiel and Jeremiah. They lived
to see its execution.

But this is not the end. There is another end as is unmistakably plain
to those who read the Scriptures. When the present wickedness and apostasy
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6:13 Then shall ye know that | am the Lord,
when their slain men shall be among their
idols round about their altars, upon every
high hill, in all the tops of the mountains,
and under every green tree, and under every
thick oak, the place where they did offer
sweet savour to all their idols.

6:14 So will I stretch out my hand upon
them, and make the land desolate, yea,
more desolate than the wilderness toward
Diblath, in all their habitations: and they
shall know that | am the Lord.

Chapter 7

7:1 Moreover the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

7:2 Also, thou son of man, thus saith the
Lord God unto the land of Israel; An end,
the end is come upon the four corners of
the land.

7:3 Now is the end come upon thee, and |
will send mine anger upon thee, and will
judge thee according to thy ways, and will
recompense upon thee all thine
abominations.

7:4 And mine eye shall not spare thee,
neither will | have pity: but | will
recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine
abominations shall be in the midst of thee:
and ye shall know that | am the Lord.

7:5 Thus saith the Lord God; An evil, an
only evil, behold, is come.

7:6 An end is come, the end is come: it
watcheth for thee; behold, it is come.

7:7 The morning is come unto thee, O thou
that dwellest in the land: the time is come,
the day of trouble is near, and not the
sounding again of the mountains.

7:8 Now will | shortly pour out my fury
upon thee, and accomplish mine anger
upon thee: and | will judge thee according
to thy ways, and will recompense thee for
all thine abominations.

7:9 And mine eye shall not spare, neither
will I have pity: | will recompense thee

has reached its climax there will come the day of reckoning again. It will be
“the day of vengeance of our God.” He will speak to the nations in His wrath
and vex them in His sore displeasure—Ps. 2. The whole world will be in
rebellion against the Lord and against His Anointed King, Christ and His
anger will wax hot against them. It will be the “Against” period. God and
man, the latter energized Satan, will be in a mighty conflict out of which God
will emerge victorious: and then woe to the defeated dupes. They will call to
the rocks and mountains to hide them from the face of the Lamb; for He will
be as a Lion in that fearful time of wrath. His judgment is as sure to be poured
out in the future as it was in the past.

The Second Part

Here is given a description of the doom of that day of evil which was
to fall upon the city, Jerusalem—V. 10-18. The decree could not be revoked.
It would come in all its terror. Tho’ they blew the trumpet and called the
army to the battle none responded. God had put the fear of Nebuchadnezzar
into every heart. The people felt that the Lord was angry and would not fight
for them; hence, why make any effort to defend the city? They knew their
iniquities had separated them from the Lord and His Word was against them.
The “rod” mentioned was the king of Babylon at that time. Sword, pestilence,
famine would devour them, instead of their adversaries. A few would escape,
the remnant whom Jehovah loved, and “they would be upon the mountains
mourning as doves.” How pathetic! and truly symbolic of another day, the
great day, the terrible day, the end of man’s day and the ushering in of the
manifested day of the Lord.

The Third Part

We have the climax of the poem in the third portion—Vs. 19-27. Here
we are informed of the cause of all their backsliding and rebellion, which
brought the judgment upon them. It was their “silver and gold.” The pre-exile
prophets declare the same fact. Jerusalem and the whole land of Palestine
enjoyed great prosperity and indulged in extravagant living before the
captivity. “Their land is also full of silver and gold, neither is there any end
of their treasures”—Isa. 2:7. As riches increased their vanity increased, and
also their desire for pleasure, even as is the case today, hence, the captivity
came. Many saints are cut back, made helpless and unable to do even one
thing for the Lord, because they are chastened of Him. He has put them in
this condition of captivity. But there is always a cause, even as we read here.
The Lord desires that His people know that He does not wantonly afflict
them. And the chastening will not continue forever, nor will it be too severe.
When it has yielded the peaceable fruits of righteousness (*Heb. 12:11),

! Hebrews 12:11 “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby.”
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according to thy ways and thine
abominations that are in the midst of thee;
and ye shall know that | am the Lord that
smiteth.

7:10 Behold the day, behold, it is come: the
morning is gone forth; the rod hath
blossomed, pride hath budded.

7:11 Violence is risen up into a rod of
wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor
of their multitude, nor of any of their's:
neither shall there be wailing for them.

7:12 The time is come, the day draweth
near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller
mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude
thereof.

7:13 For the seller shall not return to that
which is sold, although they were yet alive:
for the vision is touching the whole
multitude thereof, which shall not return;
neither shall any strengthen himself in the
iniquity of his life.

7:14 They have blown the trumpet, even to
make all ready; but none goeth to the battle:
for my wrath is upon all the multitude
thereof.

7:15 The sword is without, and the
pestilence and the famine within: he that is
in the field shall die with the sword; and he
that is in the city, famine and pestilence
shall devour him.

7:16 But they that escape of them shall
escape, and shall be on the mountains like
doves of the valleys, all of them mourning,
every one for his iniquity.

7:17 All hands shall be feeble, and all
knees shall be weak as water.

7:18 They shall also gird themselves with
sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and
shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness
upon all their heads.

7:19 They shall cast their silver in the
streets, and their gold shall be removed:
their silver and their gold shall not be able
to deliver them in the day of the wrath of
the Lord: they shall not satisfy their souls,

that is, when the object is attained the Lord will deliver His people. “Bread
corn is bruised; but He will not be forever threshing it; neither will He break
it with the wheel of His cart, nor bruise it with horsemen” (“Bread corn is
bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel
of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen.” KJV)—Isa. 28:28.

In the case of Israel, God’s wrath was at fever heat. He declared that
it would fall upon His heritage and then they would realize the utter
worthlessness of their riches. They would cast the silver and gold into the
streets, for it would not deliver them. Zephaniah in his earlier prophecy of
the national calamity made a simple declaration. “Neither their silver nor
their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the
whole land shall be devoured by the fire of the Lord’s jealousy. He shall even
make a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land” (“Neither their
silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for
he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”
KJV)—Zeph. 1:18

And the Apostle Paul gives a similar testimony of the conditions in
Christendom at the end. “Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,”
meaning lovers of money; x x X “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God”—2 Tim. 3:2 & 4. The very same evidence of Israel’s departure from
God, characterize the present religious age. Worldliness, money-loving and
money-spending, pleasure-seeking and luxurious living abounding and
increasing on every side, witnesses to all who have ears to hear that the
judgment of God cannot be much longer delayed. The Lord will soon take
His faithful people out of this corrupt scene and then the prophesied woes
will begin to fall upon the world.

And we can plainly see that Ezekiel's prophecy relates to these times.
There is no mistake about it. He declares, “My face also will I turn from them
and they shall pollute my secret place; for the robbers shall enter it and defile
it"—V. 22. This refers to the setting up of the image of the beast called the
abomination of desolation (*Matthew 24:15). This event comes to pass in the
latter part of the seven years marked out by prophecy as the time of the great
tribulation upon the Jew—2Daniel 9:27.

It will be the greatest insult to the Lord that has yet been handed Him.

! Matthew 24:15 “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”

2 Daniel 9:27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading
of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate.”
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neither fill their bowels: because it is the
stumblingblock of their iniquity.

7:20 As for the beauty of his ornament, he
set it in majesty: but they made the images
of their abominations and of their
detestable things therein: therefore have |
set it far from them.

7:21 And I will give it into the hands of the
strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of
the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute
it.

7:22 My face will I turn also from them,
and they shall pollute my secret place: for
the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it.

7:23 Make a chain: for the land is full of
bloody crimes, and the city is full of
violence.

7:24 Wherefore | will bring the worst of the
heathen, and they shall possess their
houses: | will also make the pomp of the
strong to cease; and their holy places shall
be defiled.

7:25 Destruction cometh; and they shall
seek peace, and there shall be none.

7:26 Mischief shall come upon mischief,
and rumour shall be upon rumour; then
shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but
the law shall perish from the priest, and
counsel from the ancients.

7:27 The king shall mourn, and the prince
shall be clothed with desolation, and the
hands of the people of the land shall be
troubled: I will do unto them after their
way, and according to their deserts will |
judge them; and they shall know that | am
the Lord.

Chapter 8

8:1 And it came to pass in the sixth year, in
the sixth month, in the fifth day of the
month, as | sat in mine house, and the
elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand
of the Lord God fell there upon me.

8:2 Then | beheld, and lo a likeness as the
appearance of fire: from the appearance of

John in the book of Revelation tells us of this blasphemous counterfeit in a
fuller sense than any of the other prophets. What they hint at he reveals. The
wicked apostate nation, as well as the whole of the world will be judged
according to their attitude to the image set up in the Holy Place in Jerusalem.
They will receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads which will
protect them from the anti-Christ’s wrath, but expose them to the wrath of
the Lamb. IT will be the sign that they are marked for perdition—Rev. 16.

Visions Concerning Jerusalem
Chapters 8

“And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the first
day of the month, as I sat in mine house and the elders of Judah sat before
me that the hand of the Lord fell upon me”—Chap. 8:1.

We here commence another section of the first division of the book.
And it marks an important epoch, being emphatically dated by the prophet.
As we noted previously these dates have corresponding value at the present
time. We are positively assured they are on the way to fulfillment in reversal
order, as note page 7 and 8 of our exposition. Ezekiel received his first vision
in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity (which was also the beginning
of his exile) and is answered in our day by the year 1927. The sixth year, one
year later would find its correspondence in 1928.

This section is in four decided scenes, each one comprising a chapter.
First, the prophet is shown all the dreadful abominations that were
manifested in the temple—Chap. 8. Second, the sighing faithful remnant
were marked by the man with the inkhorn and thus preserved from
destruction—Chap. 9. The vision of the coals of fire follows, to which is
added the vision of the glory—Chap. 11. The final revelation of the section
is the vision of the depravity of the leaders of the people and the departing of
the glory—Chap. 11.

While these visions had some relation to the conditions at the time of
Ezekiel, yet their greater correspondence is to end-time events. Here surely
we are able to see their application to the book of Revelation. We called
attention to the image of anti-Christ that will be set up in the temple which
is shortly to be built in Jerusalem thus defiling the secret place—Rev. 13.
And there will be a sealed and preserved remnant. They receive the mark of
God and, hence, are preserved from the mark of the beast—'Rev. 7:4-8.

1 Revelation 7:4-8 “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. Of the tribe of Juda were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.”
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his loins even downward, fire; and from his
loins even upward, as the appearance of
brightness, as the colour of amber.

8:3 And he put forth the form of an hand,
and took me by a lock of mine head; and
the spirit lifted me up between the earth and
the heaven, and brought me in the visions
of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the
inner gate that looketh toward the north;
where was the seat of the image of
jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy.

8:4 And, behold, the glory of the God of
Israel was there, according to the vision
that | saw in the plain.

8:5 Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift
up thine eyes now the way toward the
north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way
toward the north, and behold northward at
the gate of the altar this image of jealousy
in the entry.

8:6 He said furthermore unto me, Son of
man, seest thou what they do? even the
great abominations that the house of Israel
committeth here, that | should go far off
from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again,
and thou shalt see greater abominations.

8:7 And he brought me to the door of the
court; and when | looked, behold a hole in
the wall.

8:8 Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig
now in the wall: and when | had digged in
the wall, behold a door.

8:9 And he said unto me, Go in, and behold
the wicked abominations that they do here.

8:10 So I went in and saw; and behold
every form of creeping things, and
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the
house of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall
round about.

8:11 And there stood before them seventy
men of the ancients of the house of Israel,
and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah
the son of Shaphan, with every man his
censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of
incense went up.

Answering to the coals of fire vision, the record in Revelation informs us of
fire from the altar being cast upon the earth—'Rev. 8:5. And the glory which
is even now returning to Jerusalem will again depart, but only temporarily,
for the little while the Gentiles will have control of the city, 42 months—
’Rev. 11:2.

Visions of Abominations

These further revelations to Ezekiel were given him in his house
while the elders of Judah surrounded him. They probably had come to him
expecting to hear a new word from the Lord. Suddenly the hand of the Lord
is upon the Prophet and he beholds the glorious likeness of the Man upon the
throne. The word for “fire,” in the Septuagint translation of the Bible, is
“man.” There is a similarity between these two words in Hebrew. The one is
“esh,” and the other is “ish.” Anyway, fire, or man, we know it is the Lord
Jesus Christ in His millennial glory that Ezekiel’s visions on that throne. His
hand takes hold of the Prophet and he is lifted up between the heaven and the
earth and is brought by the Spirit to Jerusalem. It is here he is given to see
the image of jealousy which was northward at the gate in the entry. It was an
idol.

The Den of Serpents

Ezekiel now beholds a hole in the wall and is commanded to dig into
the wall. He discovers a secret door which he opens and enters into a
chamber. It was a den of serpents and seventy ancient men of Israel were
offering incense before those beasts. It was idolatry after the manner of
Egypt. The leader’s name is mentioned and this must have been a great
surprise to the Prophet; for Jaazaniah was the son of the illustrious and God-
fearing scribe, Shapan, who received from Hilkiah the book of the law and
read it before King Josiah—32 Kgs. 22:8. Those wicked men in that chamber
of death had forgotten all about that time of reformation. They thought God
could read the imagery of their mind: for they said, “God hath forsaken the
earth”—V. 12.

Remember that this was a vision. Ezekiel, like John on the isle of
Patmos is carried forward to future times and saw coming events rather than
what was transpiring in his day. And yet there was a slight correspondence

! Revelation 8:5 “And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast
it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.”

2 Revelation 11:2 “But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not;
for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two
months.”

3 2 Kings 22:8 “And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, | have found the
book of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it.”
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8:12 Then said he unto me, Son of man,
hast thou seen what the ancients of the
house of Israel do in the dark, every man in
the chambers of his imagery? for they say,
the Lordseeth us not; the Lord hath
forsaken the earth.

8:13 He said also unto me, Turn thee yet
again, and thou shalt see greater
abominations that they do.

8:14 Then he brought me to the door of the
gate of the Lord's house which was toward
the north; and, behold, there sat women
weeping for Tammuz.

8:15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen
this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and
thou shalt see greater abominations than
these.

8:16 And he brought me into the inner
court of the Lord's house, and, behold, at
the door of the temple of the Lord, between
the porch and the altar, were about five and
twenty men, with their backs toward the
temple of the Lord, and their faces toward
the east; and they worshipped the sun
toward the east.

8:17 Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen
this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the
house of Judah that they commit the

abominations which they commit here? for
they have filled the land with violence, and
have returned to provoke me to anger: and,
lo, they put the branch to their nose.

8:18 Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine
eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity:
and though they cry in mine ears with a
loud voice, yet will I not hear them.

at that time also. But these things were not actual. There was no chamber of
serpents in the temple, neither was there an image of jealousy like the Prophet
saw. The Lord showed Ezekiel what was in the peoples’ mind. Note the word
“imagery.” Their heart was not cleansed from sin. “The imaginations of the
thoughts of the heart are evil and only evil continually” (“every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” KJV) (Gen. 6:5) is
written of the natural man. He cannot worship God acceptably even tho’ he
is religious. In fact the religiousness generally gives rise to self-righteousness
which is a stench in the nostrils of the Lord. Jesus said of such, “Ye serpents,
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”—Matt.
23:33. These scenes which Ezekiel is allowed to look upon are symbolic
references to the apostatized condition of the nation at the end.

The Weeping Women

The Prophet is now instructed to turn and view another abominable
scene. He is brought by the Spirit to the gate of the Lord’s house and there
he beholds some weeping women. He is told that their tears are for Tammuz.
He was the Babylonish god of Spring, and was supposed to die each Fall,
and go down to Hades; then revive each returning Summer. The women
celebrated the death of this god as the decay of earth’s reproductive powers.
And with the ceremonies were connected some of the vilest practices, which
is always the case with false worship, as is seen today in all heathen lands.

Sun Worship

Ezekiel for the fourth time is forcibly taken by the Spirit and brought
whithersoever He lists. This time He takes him into the inner court of the
Lord’s house where he beheld twenty-five men with their backs toward the
temple and their faces toward the sun. There were sun-worshippers; and the
worst of the abomination was the fact that they were priests who were there
to fulfill their appointed courses in the order of the Lord. Their attitude was
one of defiance, as tho’ they were declaring by their turned backs that they
had willfully rejected Jehovah and His worship. This too was identified with
the temple and the worship of Jehovah. It proves their heart was not tuned in
with heaven. A phrase in the closing part of verse 17 is very mysterious and
strange, “And lo they put the branch to the nose.” It probably, was some
shocking and wicked rite connected with the lusts of the flesh in some
horrible manner; and no doubt refers to something vicious and hateful in the
end time.

There are sun-worshippers today. The cult is growing. A few months
before the late war, there was a great sun-festival held in Paris. Thousands
took part in its orgies and immoralities. There are a multitude of these folks
in the English speaking world. They have turned away from the Sun of
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Chapter 9

9:1 He cried also in mine ears with a loud
voice, saying, Cause them that have charge
over the city to draw near, even every man
with his destroying weapon in his hand.

9:2 And, behold, six men came from the
way of the higher gate, which lieth toward
the north, and every man a slaughter
weapon in his hand; and one man among
them was clothed with linen, with a writer's
inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and
stood beside the brasen altar.

righteousness and are worshipping the creation rather than the Creator. And
the latter is the real understanding of the vision. In the end men will worship
nature and call it God. They are doing so at the present time. The proof that
these four abominations have their counterpart in the latter time is found in
verse 17. The Man on the throne addresses the Prophet saying of the people
“that they have filled the land with violence and have returned to provoke
me to anger.” That could have no meaning whatever as relating to Ezekiel’s
time, for the people were not returning then. They were going away. Last
year, 1928 corresponds with the sixth year of the Prophet’s exile. There must
have been some events which answers to these terrible abominations shown
to Ezekiel. The Jews going back to their land in unbelief, expecting to
worship God in their high handed, lifted up condition of heart may be the
solution. Their self-righteousness and self-justification are abominable to
Jehovah: also their dependence upon the arm of flesh. Maybe this refers to
Israel as well as Judah. The ten tribes are also to be restored to the Lord. They
may be the ones that are in view; their religion, worship and all connected
with them being out of harmony with the Lord: hence, abhorrent to Him. The
whole heart of the nation is sick: for elders, priests and women were involved
in those abominations. Isaiah diagnosed the case long ago and it still is true.
“From the sole of the foot, even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but
wounds and bruises and putrifying sores. They have not been closed up nor
mollified with ointment”—Chap. 1:6. Hence, the Lord must deal unsparingly
with the people. His fury will not be turned away until they turn to them.

Chapter 9
The Man and the Inkhorn

“He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them
that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his
destroying weapon in his hand”—Chap. 9:1.

The vision of chapter nine is closely connected with the preceding
one of the worship of idols. Judgment must follow even tho’ Jehovah’s
people are the guilty folk. And Ezekiel sees the judgment. It is discriminating
character; for all are not guilty. There is always the sorrowing, faithful few
that sigh and cry for the abominations that are committed. The messengers
are commanded to mark them; but for the sinners there is no mercy shown.
They had defiled the temple and now the temple was to be further defiled by
their dead bodies.

The men that are called to execute judgment are six in number. They
come with slaughter weapons in their hands, ready for business. Some claim
they represent angels, but with this we do not agree. The word plainly
declares six men came at the call of the men who have a part with the Lord
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9:3 And the glory of the God of Israel was
gone up from the cherub, whereupon he
was, to the threshold of the house. And he
called to the man clothed with linen, which
had the writer's inkhorn by his side;

9:4 And the Lord said unto him, Go
through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry
for all the abominations that be done in the
midst thereof.

9:5 And to the others he said in mine
hearing, Go ye after him through the city,
and smite: let not your eye spare, neither
have ye pity:

9:6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids,
and little children, and women: but come
not near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at my sanctuary. Then they
began at the ancient men which were
before the house.

Jesus in judging the world. Angels are not to be the judges of men, but
otherwise. Men are going to judge the world and also angels—'1 Cor. 6:2, 3.
In all the Scripture relative to the time of judgment the angels refer to men,
glorified humans, who are linked with Christ, the God-Man in His cleaning-
up work in the world. They are a part of His Body. In the book of Revelation
the angels mentioned there almost invariably refer to men.

Ezekiel, chapter nine, forcibly reminds us of chapter seven of John’s
book. There we read of the sealing of 144,000 of the children of Israel. The
judgments of God cannot fall until this company have been sealed and
thereby protected from the judgments which will fall upon the apostates of
Israel. As they who sighed on account of the abominations were marked by
the angel with the inkhorn, so the 144,000 will be marked and escape the
impending doom. The signs of grief over the dreadful conditions were proof
that they were loyal to Jehovah and His worship. Likewise at the present time
in the midst of the evils that are manifest in Christendom there is a faithful
remnant who sigh and cry for the abominations, and to whom the Lord is
saying, “Because thou hast kept the Word of my patience | also will keep
thee from the hour of trial which shall come upon all the world to try them
that dwell upon the earth” (“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
| also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” KJV)—Rev. 3:10.

This word “mark” is the last letter in the Hebrew alphabet. It is “Tav”
and signifies “cross.” The letter T was a cross in the old Hebrew script as
well as in the Phoenician and Samaritan. The cross was also used in the
Egyptian language, and it was a sign of life. The blood sprinkled on the door
posts of the Hebrew’s houses in Egypt was in the form of a cross, over the
top and down the sides—2Ex. 12:23. They were thus protected from the angel
of death, the judgment that was coming upon Egypt.

The word of command “Begin at my sanctuary,” reminds us of the
word of Peter, “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house
of God and if it first begin at us, what shall the end of them that obey not the
Gospel of God”—1 Pet. 4:17. The Lord is walking in the midst of
Christendom today judging everything contrary to His mind, separating and
correcting those that yield to His words. Later, He will judge Israel. He says,
He separates “between cattle and cattle.” He will correct those that will yield

11 Corinthians 6:2, 3 “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world
shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we
shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?”

2 Exodus 12:23 “For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth
the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”
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9:7 And he said unto them, Defile the
house, and fill the courts with the slain: go
ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in
the city.

9:8 And it came to pass, while they were
slaying them, and | was left, that | fell upon
my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord God!
wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in
thy pouring out of thy fury upon
Jerusalem?

9:9 Then said he unto me, The iniquity of
the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding
great, and the land is full of blood, and the
city full of perverseness: for they say,

The Lord hath forsaken the earth, and

the Lord seeth not.

9:10 And as for me also, mine eye shall not
spare, neither will | have pity, but I will
recompense their way upon their head.

9:11 And, behold, the man clothed with
linen, which had the inkhorn by his side,
reported the matter, saying, | have done as
thou hast commanded me.

Chapter 10

10:1 Then I looked, and, behold, in the
firmament that was above the head of the
cherubims there appeared over them as it
were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of
the likeness of a throne.

to His discipline; but the many will be cut off in the overflowing devastations
that are coming upon the nation.

In the vision Ezekiel beholds the command carried out to the letter.
So in the end it will be. There is no such a thing known as spiritualizing these
judgment peals of Jehovah. The world will find this out one of these days
when it is too late to escape the deluge of destruction that will be meted out
to a world that has rejected the atonement of Calvary. The religious
synagogues of which many are the temples of Satan, will be filled with the
dead bodies of the slain, and especially will this be the case in the temple in
Jerusalem where the image of the beast will be the idol, and allowed to rule
and arbitrate the destiny of the people for a short time. There the dead bodies
of the Jews will fall and thus defile the temple that was already defiled by
idolatry. The touch of a dead body meant defilement for seven days (*Num.
19:11) and now Ezekiel views the holy place (for so they considered the
sanctuary) filled with the dead. The Prophet is shocked as he was when he
was told he must eat defiled bread (Ch. 4) and a cry of horror escapes his
lips. “Ah, Lord God! Wilt Thou destroy all the residue of Israel in Thy
pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?” Ezekiel is confounded and
dumbfounded. What can Jehovah mean? Was it not contrary to God’s
holiness to defile the place dedicated to Himself? And would He destroy all
the people? These were the questions that engrossed the Prophet. He could
not understand the Lord. He is answered immediately. The iniquity of the
house of Israel and the house of Judah were filled up. God could no longer
pity, nor spare. He must show that He is Sovereign. His commands were
carried out. The man with the inkhorn made the report saying, “I have done
as Thou hast commanded me.”

Judgment is His strange work; nevertheless He must work. Men have
very little idea of what horrors are near at hand. Some have their eyes opened,
but few are living in the power of the vision; hence, their testimony falls on
unbelieving hearts. But if some do not believe? “shall their unbelief make
the faith of God without effect?””—Rom. 3:3.

Visions of the Coals of Fire—The Departing Glory
Chapter 10

“Then I looked and behold in the firemament that was above the
head of the cherubim there appeared over them, as it were a sapphire stone,
as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. And He spake unto the man
clothed with linen and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub
and fill thine hand with coals of fire, x x and scatter them over the city. And

! Numbers 19:11 “He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.”
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10:2 And he spake unto the man clothed
with linen, and said, Go in between the
wheels, even under the cherub, and fill
thine hand with coals of fire from between
the cherubims, and scatter them over the
city. And he went in in my sight.

10:3 Now the cherubims stood on the right
side of the house, when the man went in;
and the cloud filled the inner court.

10:4 Then the glory of the Lord went up
from the cherub, and stood over the
threshold of the house; and the house was
filled with the cloud, and the court was full
of the brightness of the Lord's glory.

10:5 And the sound of the cherubims'
wings was heard even to the outer court, as
the voice of the Almighty God when he
speaketh.

10:6 And it came to pass, that when he had
commanded the man clothed with linen,
saying, Take fire from between the wheels,
from between the cherubims; then he went
in, and stood beside the wheels.

10:7 And one cherub stretched forth his
hand from between the cherubims unto the
fire that was between the cherubims, and
took thereof, and put it into the hands of
him that was clothed with linen: who took
it, and went out.

10:8 And there appeared in the cherubims
the form of a man's hand under their wings.

10:9 And when | looked, behold the four
wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one
cherub, and another wheel by another
cherub: and the appearance of the wheels
was as the colour of a beryl stone.

10:10 And as for their appearances, they
four had one likeness, as if a wheel had
been in the midst of a wheel.

he went in my sight”—Chap. 10:1, 2.

The Prophet is again privileged to behold the throne in the firmament
above the cherubim. It is the throne of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus we are
instructed that He is sitting on that throne now; for these visions all relate to
happenings of the present day. In this vision Ezekiel does not see the Man on
the throne; but His voice is heard. The man clothed with linen, the same one
we saw with the inkhorn, is commanded to go in and take coals of fire and
scatter them over the city. He appears to be the executor of the judgment on
Jerusalem. He is the Lord Himself; but in another character than King. He
is the Judge. We see Him in the same official place in the book of Revelation.
“Another Angel came and stood at the altar having a golden censer and there
was given unto Him much incense that He should offer it with prayers of all
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. x x x And the Angel
took the censer and filled it with fire of the altar and cast it into the earth”—
Rev. 8:3-5.

This Angel is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, even as
other angels mentioned in Revelation are the overcomers of this church age
associated with Him. He is the only One that could offer the prayers of the
saints upon the incense altar, even the very same One who is found worthy
to take the book from the hand of the One sitting on the throne and open the
seals—Rev. 5. He is the King-Priest into whose hands all judgment is
committed. John views Him pouring out of the wrath of God upon the whole
earth; while Ezekiel beholds Him as judging Jerusalem.

The man clothed with linen enters in between the wheels as these
glorious living creatures stood at the right side of the house; while the cloud
filled the house. We have remarked before that this cloud was a visible sign
of the Lord’s favor toward Israel, and it shall be so again when they
acknowledge Christ as their King and are the acknowledged people of God.
The time figured here, when the Prophet beholds this visions, refers to the
present day when the favor of God has in measure returned to the nation; but
they are not cognizant of it. Hence, He will withdraw Himself again for a
season because of their unbelief. Ezekiel the seer, beholds the glory of the
Lord going up from the city. It stood over the threshold for a while and the
whole house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness
of the Lord’s glory. It is a gradual departure which is shown the Prophet, as
tho’ the Lord is loath to leave the city and the people which He loves. But
the judgment must come. They are not yet ready for the blessing which He
is ready to give them. And they will show forth this condition of heart by
making a covenant with the revived Roman Empire for seven years—!Dan.
9:27. That will proclaim the fact that the Lord is again rejected; hence, He

! Daniel 9:27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading
of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate.”
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10:11 When they went, they went upon
their four sides; they turned not as they
went, but to the place whither the head
looked they followed it; they turned not as
they went.

10:12 And their whole body, and their
backs, and their hands, and their wings, and
the wheels, were full of eyes round about,
even the wheels that they four had.

10:13 As for the wheels, it was cried unto
them in my hearing, O wheel.

10:14 And every one had four faces: the
first face was the face of a cherub, and the
second face was the face of a man, and the
third the face of a lion, and the fourth the
face of an eagle.

10:15 And the cherubims were lifted up.
This is the living creature that | saw by the
river of Chebar.

10:16 And when the cherubims went, the
wheels went by them: and when the
cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up
from the earth, the same wheels also turned
not from beside them.

10:17 When they stood, these stood; and
when they were lifted up, these lifted up
themselves also: for the spirit of the living
creature was in them.

10:18 Then the glory of the Lord departed
from off the threshold of the house, and
stood over the cherubims.

will depart with His glory for a while.

We would naturally infer that after the man had taken the coals of fire
from the altar and gone out to scatter them over Jerusalem, that the next even
would be the burning of the city. But no, that is not the case. There is a
digression in the program. Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord instead. And
that is significant and proves the former statement regarding the vision. The
coals of fire presage judgment; but the Lord will not be present in the city
when the burning takes place. The cherubim move on. These wonderful
creatures are similarly described in chapter one, with the exception that here
the eyes are made more prominent. They are seen as everywhere upon them,
symbolic of their manifold wisdom. They are omniscient even as the Lord,
their life. And yet what a pattern for us, they are obedient to the command of
the Man on the throne. The Prophet emphasizes the fact that it was said in
his hearing, “O Wheel,” which may be translated, “Roll on,” or “O Wheel,
whirl.” This is suggestive of what the attitude of the Church to Christ should
be; but, alas, how little of this subjection is manifested. Yet we are assured
all the redeemed who constitute this matchless company will have shown,
and are showing continually this dependent attitude toward Christ, the Head
of the Body.

We notice a striking change in the order of the faces of the cherubim
from that of the opening vision. There the face of the man and the face of the
lion are on the right side; while the ox and the eagle are on the left. But now
the cherub appears as identical with the ox—Chap. 10:14. And yet the
Prophet expressly declares that the moving picture at this time was not
different from the former vision. It must teach that the “ox” expresses the
character of the cherubim more than the other faces. And this most
wonderfully instructs us; for the ox speaks of service and sacrifice. Hence,
we infer that the very essence of the life of the cherubim is a giving up of
themselves to do the will of their Master. Who of us are in this class, “led as
sheep to the slaughter and killed all the day long?” (“As it is written, For thy
sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.” KJV)—Rom. 8:36. The cherubim are truly representative of
Christ’s very life as the Gospel records show Him to us. Matthew the Kingly
One: Mark the Laborer and Servant; Luke the sympathetic Brother of man;
John the soaring Soul, mounting up to heaven’s gates and “listening in” to
heavenly sounds. These characteristics are all manifested in His people as
they yield to Him; and these are represented by the living creatures which
Ezekiel beholds by the river Chebar, figurative of the Great Stream of living
water whereby they are nourished, sustained and refreshed—the very Spirit
of God Himself.
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10:19 And the cherubims lifted up their
wings, and mounted up from the earth in
my sight: when they went out, the wheels
also were beside them, and every one stood
at the door of the east gate of the Lord's
house; and the glory of the God of Israel
was over them above.

10:20 This is the living creature that | saw
under the God of Israel by the river of
Chebar; and | knew that they were the
cherubims.

10:21 Every one had four faces apiece, and
every one four wings; and the likeness of
the hands of a man was under their wings.

10:22 And the likeness of their faces was
the same faces which | saw by the river of
Chebar, their appearances and themselves:
they went every one straight forward.

Chapter 11

11:1 Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and
brought me unto the east gate of the Lord's
house, which looketh eastward: and behold
at the door of the gate five and twenty men;
among whom | saw Jaazaniah the son of
Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah,
princes of the people.

11:2 Then said he unto me, Son of man,
these are the men that devise mischief, and
give wicked counsel in this city:

11:3 Which say, It is not near; let us build
houses: this city is the caldron, and we be
the flesh.

11:4 Therefore prophesy against them,
prophesy, O son of man.

11:5 And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon
me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith
the Lord; Thus have ye said, O house of
Israel: for | know the things that come into
your mind, every one of them.

11:6 Ye have multiplied your slain in this
city, and ye have filled the streets thereof
with the slain.

When the command, “Whirl, wheels,” was given, everything moved.
The cherubim and the wheels beside them went. The wings of the cherubim
were raised, and up from the earth the living ones were lifted, the wheels
never swerving from their sides. They were inseparable. The cherubim stood
and the wheels likewise. The Spirit was in absolute control, the Accelerator
and Director all in One. The glory of God is seen as departing from
Jerusalem. It will not be forever, however, nor even for a century. In a few
years the Glory will return, never to leave Jerusalem again. Jehovah will bide
His time until the Jews learn the weakness of the flesh upon which they are
now leaning, when the anti-Christ and the allied nations will have proved
their perfidy and then they call upon Him whom they have pierced. Then the
glory will return and Jerusalem will be a praise in the earth and the Jews will
be the blessing to the world. They will be the channel of salvation to all
mankind. Abraham's blessings will have their fulfillment then: “In blessing
I will bless thee and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of
heaven and as the sand which is upon the sea shore and thy seed shall possess
the gate of his enemies. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed”—(Genesis 22:17- 19).

Chapter 11
Judgement Against Leaders

“Moreover, the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of
the Lord’s house which looketh eastward, and behold at the door of the gate
five and twenty men among whom | saw Jaazaniah, the son of Azur and
Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah, princes of the people”—Chap. 11:1.

This chapter has much in little. It is wonderfully condensed portion
of the book. It concludes the visions concerning Jerusalem and her doom,
also the withdrawal of the vision of glory. The departure of the latter had
begun; but here we see the marvelous creatures actually going up from the
city. However, before this consummation, we read of a vision which Ezekiel
records of the wicked princes and a prophecy against them. The Prophet had
been watching the departing of the cherubim and the glory of the Lord, when
he is again taken hold of by the Spirit, in the vision, and carried to the city of
Jerusalem, 500 miles distance, where he beholds twenty-five men. He
recognizes two of them. Jaazaniah and Pelatiah. He had seen a man by the
name of Jaazaniah in the eighth chapter among the twenty-five men that he
beheld with their backs to the altar (ch. 8:19); but these cannot be the same
men. The former company were of the priests; these latter are of princes, or
leaders of the people. Together they show us the complete corruption of the
chosen people. They have all gone astray. The priesthood and princes were
steeped in wickedness and defied God. The judgments previously announced
thru Jeremiah and now also thru Ezekiel were coming to pass. The names of
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11:7 Therefore thus saith the Lord God,;
Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst
of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the
caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the
midst of it.

11:8 Ye have feared the sword; and | will
bring a sword upon you, saith the
Lord God.

11:9 And I will bring you out of the midst
thereof, and deliver you into the hands of
strangers, and will execute judgments
among you.

11:10 Ye shall fall by the sword; I will
judge you in the border of Israel; and ye
shall know that | am the Lord.

11:11 This city shall not be your caldron,
neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst
thereof; but | will judge you in the border
of Israel:

11:12 And ye shall know that | am

the Lord: for ye have not walked in my
statutes, neither executed my judgments,
but have done after the manners of the
heathen that are round about you.

11:13 And it came to pass, when |
prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah
died. Then fell I down upon my face, and
cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah

Lord God! wilt thou make a full end of the
remnant of Israel?

those mentioned are interesting. (We may learn lessons from Scriptural
names.) Jaazaniah—“He will be heard of the Lord,” is the song of Azur—
“Helper;” while Pelatiah—“Delivered of the Lord,” is the son of Beniah—
“Built up of the Lord.” These names indicate that the men were not living in
the power of their names, even as Christians at the present time are not doing.
They had turned away from God and His Word and were walking in
deliberate disobedience. They devised mischief, we read, and gave wicked
counsel, which caused the people to offend. In regard to the prophesied
judgment, they said. “It is not the time to build houses. This is the cauldron;
we are the flesh.” They were aware of Jeremiah’s letter wherein he told the
captives that they would be in Babylon a long time—1Jer. 29. They ridiculed
that divinely given counsel. They denied the word of the Lord, calling Him
a liar, as it were. They declared that Jerusalem was the cauldron, or seething
pot and that they were the flesh and would be protected in that city which
Jehovah loved. But alas, how mistaken they were. There is no safe place for
the rebellious and disobedient. God’s government must be maintained,
otherwise how can He judge the world. The only safe place in the universe
is in the will of God. Jehovah’s rule must be upheld by saint and sinner.
Jerusalem in the hands of the wicked is as Sodom, or Gomorrah—!Rev. 11:8.
It means something to obey God; and it means something to disobey Him, as
the folks will find shortly. God is not mocked. It is still true that “whatsoever
a man soweth that also shall he reap” (“for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” KJV)—Gal. 6:7.

All this rebellion and disobedience of the people, and the consequent
judgment of God find a repetition in the beginning of the next age. Religious
leaders in Christendom and among the Jewish people, like those twenty-five,
reject His inspired Word and refuse to accept His ultimatum—His Son, or
judgment. They will rise up in defiance of the claims of Christ. They are
doing so at the present hour in which we write; daring to insist on bringing
peace to a rebellious world. It is a false hope. “There is no peace, saith my
God, to the wicked”—Isa. 57:21. These leaders as well as the whole world
will shortly realize that the Word is true. When the judgments of God are
poured out, the world will learn righteousness.

The Prophet faithfully delivered his unpalatable message. As he
spoke, the Lord gave the sign of its inspiration. Pelatiah suddenly died.
Judgment fell upon Him immediately. He probably was one of the most
daring in his defiance of God, sneering no doubt at the Lord’s messenger,
when sudden death overtook him. It was the seal of God upon the message.
Ezekiel was overcome with the summary manner in which God dealt with

! Revelation 11:8 “And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.”
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11:14 Again the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

11:15 Son of man, thy brethren, even thy
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the
house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom
the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get
you far from the Lord: unto us is this land
given in possession.

11:16 Therefore say, Thus saith the

Lord God; Although | have cast them far
off among the heathen, and although | have
scattered them among the countries, yet
will | be to them as a little sanctuary in the
countries where they shall come.

11:17 Therefore say, Thus saith the

Lord God; I will even gather you from the
people, and assemble you out of the
countries where ye have been scattered, and
| will give you the land of Israel.

11:18 And they shall come thither, and they
shall take away all the detestable things
thereof and all the abominations thereof
from thence.

11:19 And I will give them one heart, and |
will put a new spirit within you; and I will
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and
will give them an heart of flesh:

11:20 That they may walk in my statutes,
and keep mine ordinances, and do them:
and they shall be my people, and | will be
their God.

11:21 But as for them whose heart walketh
after the heart of their detestable things and
their abominations, | will recompense their
way upon their own heads, saith the

Lord God.

the man. He fell upon his face and entreated God for the remnant of Israel.
He feared that all the people would be cut off. He is such a marvelous type
of the true prophets of God. They reveal the will of God, prophesy of the
terrible plagues and sorrows which overtake people in their sins, and yet at
the same time, they weep over the erring. They have the mind of God in this
respect and pray for the salvation and blessing of the people of the Lord, even
as we to today when we see them letting down and yielding to the influences
of the world. Notice, how God answered Ezekiel’s prayer.

Restoration and Blessing

“Again the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man thy
brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred and all the house of Israel,
wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you
far from the Lord; unto us is this land given in possession. Therefore, say,
Thus saith the Lord God, Although I have cast them far off among the
heathen and although | have scattered them among the countries, yet will |
be to them a little sanctuary in the countries where they will come . . . I will
even gather you from the people and assemble you out of the countries where
ye have been scattered. And | will give you the land of Isracl”—Chap. 11:14-
17.

The Prophet has cause to rejoice. It is the first comforting message
he has received: for tho’ the Lord does not repent of the edict to cast them
out of the land, yet, he tells of their gathering back again. Furthermore, there
is a special message to the little remnant that was always faithful to
Jehovah—*I will be to them a little sanctuary.” Then follows the great future
restoration and regeneration promise. It is the cheering note today for the
Jewish people. Their regathering is sure. The blessings promised must come.
God is able to perform all He has promised. Not one word shall fail of aught
that we read of the final restoration and exaltation of the Jew. To deny the
literal regathering of the ancient people of Jehovah is to deny the Word of
God. Their return from exile is here definitely promised to Ezekiel and it
could not refer to the remnant’s return from Babylon (as recorded in Ezra
and Nehemiah); for the people as a whole were not regenerated at that time.
Their heart of stone was not taken away. They did not receive a “heart of
flesh,” which refers to the new birth that will be the experience of all the
people in that happy, halcyon day of their regathering. They will be filled
with the Spirit. The Latter Rain will be poured out upon them and they will
be submerged in the divine overflow. Oh, what a people they will be! It will
be wonderful to contemplate that nation when God’s blessings rest upon
them. Literal prosperity will follow as well as spiritual. They will be an
obedient nation and as such will eat the fat of the land. Nothing will be denied
them. They will bask in the sunshine of Jehovah’s love. And we are glad and
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11:22 Then did the cherubims lift up their
wings, and the wheels beside them; and the
glory of the God of Israel was over them
above.

11:23 And the glory of the Lord went up
from the midst of the city, and stood upon
the mountain which is on the east side of
the city.

11:24 Afterwards the spirit took me up, and
brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God
into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So

the vision that | had seen went up from me.

11:25 Then | spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had
shewed me.

rejoice for them and with them. These great promises were not fulfilled to
that feeble remnant who returned after the Seventy years of captivity in
Babylon. These great visions of the national restoration still are future. They
will become realities when the Lord Jesus Christ, their King, takes to Himself
His great glory and reigns. But, alas, Ezekiel did not view that great event.
Instead he saw the departure of the vision of Glory which sounded the death
knell to Israel’s hopes at that time.

Glory Departed

“Then did the cherubim lift up their wings and the wheels beside
them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. And the glory
of the Lord went up from the midst of the city and stood upon the mountain
which is on the east side of the city. Afterwards the Spirit took me up, and
brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the
captivity. So the vision I had seen went up from me”—Vs, 22-25.

We are sure Ezekiel was disappointed after getting such a message of
blessing and restoration, to see the Blesser Himself depart; for the glory of
the Lord gradually withdrew from the temple where it had dwelt. But blessed
be God! The promise is sure. Jehovah must return and fulfill all His Word to
His people. The Glory of the Lord stood upon the mountain on the east side
of the city. That mountain is the Mount of Olives. It is the very same
mountain upon which Jesus stood before He ascended to His Father—*Acts
1:12. And it is on that very same mountain that “His feet shall stand” when
He returns—2Zech. 14:4. Is that not significant? These cherubim joined to
the Man upon the throne standing there upon that mount are representative
of the Lord Jesus Christ and His people in the day of the Lord. At that time,
the Body of Christ will be with Him. “His feet,” that is, a company of His
people who constitute the lowest part of His Body, will stand on the mount
of Olives. The Head of the Body will be upon the throne. His heavenly people
will actually be manifested as Himself in that day. We can hardly grasp the
marvelous fact, that we are a part of Christ—“bone of His bones and flesh of
His flesh,” but then it will be actually seen. And all the temple and city, yea,
and finally the whole earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. Oh, the
marvels of that day which is dawning! We shall be a part of that Glory that
shall lighten the world. Now we see thru a glass darkly; but then face to face.
The Church of Jesus Christ is a wonderful people because of their wonderful

L Acts 1:12 “Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from
Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.”

2 Zechariah 14:4 “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof
toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
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Chapter 12

12:1 The word of the Lord also came unto
me, saying,

12:2 Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst
of a rebellious house, which have eyes to
see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and
hear not: for they are a rebellious house.

Lord and Life; but how much more wonderful are the overcomers among
them. These shall sit upon the throne as the Wife of the Lamb; for they shall
be worthy. They have made themselves ready—'Rev. 19:7.

There are some Christians who do not consider the mystical Body of
Christ in the marvelous sense that Scripture warrants. They do not deny that
the Church is the Body of Christ, but at the same time they give her an
inferior place. Now our body is one with our head, tho’ it is true the head
rules and regulates the body; yet all the members share with the head. So
likewise with the Body of Christ. Some folks imagine it presumptuous to
claim such honor; they think it humility to bewail their inferiority complex,
but that is simply unbelief. It glorifies God to believe Him and walk in the
power of what He has provided for us in Christ. The feet of the personal
Christ, the Man, Jesus, say six feet tall, the Head of the Church could hardly
be visible from Jerusalem. It will take a great company of His people,
redeemed and glorious, to fitly represent Him there.

Then there is another point in this connection upon which saints
disagree. It is whether Christ Himself will be seated on the throne in
Jerusalem, or represented there by one of the royal seed of David. We are of
the latter opinion, because Christ’s throne is of universal import.
Furthermore, His whole body of people shall reign with Him, and a choice
company shall reign as His queen, conjointly sharing His throne honors. How
could such a great multitude reign in Jerusalem? It would be impossible. The
heavens shall be the home of the glorified Church of Jesus Christ. The Lord
said to the twelve Apostles, “In the regeneration when the Son of Man shall
sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel”—Matt. 19:28. Where in Jerusalem or in all
Palestine is there space for all these rulers? The government, or kingdom of
our Lord and His Christ is no little two-by-four affair; but a world-wide
empire with rulers and rulers, kings and kings, governors and governors, all
in beautiful harmony and subjection to the one great and glorious Lord, Jesus,
Head and King over all. That is what a close study of the Scriptures teach
and we believe it will be just that way.

Chapters 12
Symbolic Messages and Parables

“The Word of the Lord also came unto me, saying, Son of man, thou
dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eves to see, and see
not. They have ears to hear, and hear not; for they are a rebellious house.”—
Chap. 12:1-2.

! Revelation 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”

39



12:3 Therefore, thou son of man, prepare
thee stuff for removing, and remove by day
in their sight; and thou shalt remove from
thy place to another place in their sight: it
may be they will consider, though they be a
rebellious house.

12:4 Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff
by day in their sight, as stuff for removing:
and thou shalt go forth at even in their
sight, as they that go forth into captivity.

12:5 Dig thou through the wall in their
sight, and carry out thereby.

12:6 In their sight shalt thou bear it upon
thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the
twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou
see not the ground: for | have set thee for a
sign unto the house of Israel.

12:7 And | did so as | was commanded: |
brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for
captivity, and in the even | digged through
the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth
in the twilight, and | bare it upon my
shoulder in their sight.

12:8 And in the morning came the word of
the Lord unto me, saying,

12:9 Son of man, hath not the house of
Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee,
What doest thou?

12:10 Say thou unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God; This burden concerneth the
prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of
Israel that are among them.

12:11 Say, | am your sign: like as I have
done, so shall it be done unto them: they
shall remove and go into captivity.

12:12 And the prince that is among them
shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight,
and shall go forth: they shall dig through
the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover
his face, that he see not the ground with his
eyes.

We commence another section, the fourth, with chapter twelve. All
that the Prophet has spoken of the doom of Jerusalem, the visions he had
seen, the signs he had acted out for the people’s benefit fell on deaf ears.
They were neither heeded, nor heard. Hence, now the Lord speaks again to
Ezekiel and announces a speedy judgment. Furthermore, the Prophet
receives a series of messages and parables. The two phrases, “The Word of
the Lord came,” and “Thus saith the Lord” are repeated again and again in
this sub-division and give character to its contents. It is a solemn portion,
truths of deep import emphasized and made striking; and of vital interest to
us at the present time if we have ears to hear.

Near and Certain Judgment

The prophet is now commanded to act out the removal of the people
from Jerusalem. He was a sign to them. As he did, so certainly should they
do. He was to prepare as for a journey. He probably dressed as a traveler, a
pack on his back, sandals on his feet and a staff in his hands. He was to
remove from the house, in their sight, all the things that were movable. Then
he was to go from one place to another as tho’ on a journey. He was to dig
thru the wall and carry his stuff out thru the hole with his face covered. He
obeyed the voice of Jehovah to the letter. What a laughing stock he must
have been to the people. How they must have jeered and ridiculed the man
of God as he played the part which the Lord commanded him. Oh, how little
God’s people today know of this absolute obedience to the will of the Lord.
We say the prophet was a sign to the people, but did they consider, or repent?
Oh, no, they did not. They continued on in their rebellion and unbelief as the
Lord knew that they would. In the morning He spoke to Ezekiel concerning
the attitude of the captivity to his message. He enquired as to what the people
said unto him. Furthermore He told the Prophet what to answer.

“This burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem and all the house of
Israel that are among them. Say, | am your sign: like as | have done, so shall
it be done unto them. They shall remove and go into captivity. And the prince
that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go
forth. They shall dig thru the wall to carry out thereby. He shall cover his
face that he see not the ground with his eyes. My net also will | spread upon
him, and he shall be taken in my snare and I will bring him to Babylon to the
land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it tho’ he shall die there.—Vs. 10-
14.

Herein is the explanation to Ezekiel’s odd performance. He is acting
out the doom that awaits the king in Jerusalem, as well as the people that are
encouraging him in his self-willed disobedience. Zedekiah is the prince that
is meant. It is a prophecy of his fate which was almost literally fulfilled when
he attempted to flee from Jerusalem after it had fallen into the hands of
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12:13 My net also will | spread upon him,
and he shall be taken in my snare: and |
will bring him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he
shall die there.

12:14 And I will scatter toward every wind
all that are about him to help him, and all
his bands; and | will draw out the sword
after them.

12:15 And they shall know that | am

the Lord, when I shall scatter them among
the nations, and disperse them in the
countries.

12:16 But I will leave a few men of them
from the sword, from the famine, and from
the pestilence; that they may declare all
their abominations among the heathen
whither they come; and they shall know
that | am the Lord.

Nebuchadnezzar’s army. His eyes were put out and he did not see the ground.
We find the details of his flight in *Jeremiah 39:4 and 52:10, as also 22 Kings
25:1-7. It was a marvelous prediction—a moving picture indeed. Ezekiel
acted out a moving trip, but Zedekiah actually moved according to the
picture. Many critics have sought to explain the miracle by saying, Ezekiel
acted out this little play after the events had transpired in Jerusalem. Others
have claimed it was written after the fall of the city and the capture of
Zedekiah as he was seeking to escape; hence, the Prophet added some details
that were not present in order to make it more striking. But neither of these
explanations explain. This is the Word of God! Ezekiel did not prophesy
these things of himself. Jehovah inspired him to so act, speak, and write: but
such perfect fulfillment of the minutest details of these predictions are an
unpalatable dish for the critics; hence, they seek to disprove them.

All these visions, messages, and signs which have so far occupied us
are closely connected and were predicted before the city was destroyed. And
everyone had a fulfillment, in a sense, at that time; but that is not all. As we
noted, they have a future reference also. And especially is that the case in the
present prophecy; for while it had a marvelous fulfillment, yet there is
another one close at hand. Jerusalem will be in another siege, the greatest
that has ever been known. All the nations of the world will have armies
gathered around the city in the will and purpose of God. The prophets tell us
of that day. It is even the day of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30), the like of
which has never been known and never will be experienced again. The
usurping prince of this later day will be the false prophet, the second beast of
which we read in Revelation, chapter 13.

! Jeremiah 39:4 “And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and
all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the
king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain.”

Jeremiah 52:10 “And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew
also all the princes of Judah in Riblah.”

2 Kings 25:1-7 “And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the
tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host,
against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about. And the
city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the
fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the
land. And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the
gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the
city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. And the army of the Chaldees
pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were
scattered from him. So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to
Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him
to Babylon.”
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12:17 Moreover the word of the Lord came
to me, saying,

12:18 Son of man, eat thy bread with
quaking, and drink thy water with
trembling and with carefulness;

12:19 And say unto the people of the land,
Thus saith the Lord God of the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel;
They shall eat their bread with carefulness,
and drink their water with astonishment,
that her land may be desolate from all that
is therein, because of the violence of all
them that dwell therein.

12:20 And the cities that are inhabited shall
be laid waste, and the land shall be
desolate; and ye shall know that | am

the Lord.

12:21 And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

12:22 Son of man, what is that proverb that
ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The
days are prolonged, and every vision
faileth?

12:23 Tell them therefore, Thus saith the
Lord God; I will make this proverb to
cease, and they shall no more use it as a
proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The
days are at hand, and the effect of every
vision.

12:24 For there shall be no more any vain
vision nor flattering divination within the
house of Israel.

“Moreover the Word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son of man, eat
thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with
carefulness. And say to the people of the land. Thus saith the Lord God of
the inhabitants of and of the land of Israel, They shall eat their bread with
carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment”—Vs. 17-109.

Here is an additional message, Ezekiel is again the Peoples’ sign—as
he is doing so shall they do. It tells of the affliction and terror that should
come upon them. The land also would show the results of the invasion of the
enemy. It should be desolate and waste. But Israel heard not. The captivity
before whom he was acting believed none of his words. They sneered at the
predictions of judgment, tho’ part of them had fallen at that time, yet they
refused to acknowledge others that would follow. It is the same today.
Ezekiel is talking loud, a real “Talkie,” to the Gentile as well as the Jew. The
signs of the truth of his prophecies are before their eyes; but what attitude are
they talking? The very same as those captives in Babylon. They are not
heeding his words. Jehovah expects them to see that His Word in the past has
been fulfilled, and turn to Him in repentance. He is giving them an
opportunity while He waits; but He waits in vain as is more manifested in
the following portion.

“And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man what
is the land of Israel saying? The days are prolonged and every vision faileth.
Tell them I will make this proverb to cease”—Vs. 21, 22.

The above words are exactly what the unbelieving folk say today.
And especially the Jew agrees with the rebellious of Ezekiel’s day and says,
“Oh, there is nothing to the future of Jerusalem and the restoration of Israel.
It is only a dream. It is a long time that the Jews have been looking forward
to that fulfillment, but it is all foolishness.” These are some of the present
day utterances of the same unbelieving heart. But God will show them. He is
not going to delay much longer. They will be obliged to change their tune
shortly, or at least the words of their song, and say instead, “The days are at
hand, and the fulfillment of every vision.” The rebellious will be shut up by
seeing the prophecies coming to pass before their faces. The false prophets
will be silenced even as they were in Ezekiel’s time. If the people had
believed the messenger they would have repented and cried to the Lord for
mercy. Unbelief was the cause of their condition and it is the cause of all
their sorrow, as well as all men’s sorrow at the present time. They will not
believe that God has spoken, tho” His Word is being fulfilled before their
eyes. They think themselves secure. They say, when we tell them of the
advent of Jesus, even as the Apostle Peter tells us they would, “Where is the
promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep all things continue
as they were from the beginning of creation”—2 Peter 3:3, 4. This is the spirit
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12:25 For | am the Lord: I will speak, and
the word that | shall speak shall come to
pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in
your days, O rebellious house, will | say the
word, and will perform it, saith the

Lord God.

12:26 Again the word of the Lord came to
me, saying.

12:27 Son of man, behold, they of the house
of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for
many days to come, and he prophesieth of
the times that are far off.

12:28 Therefore say unto them, Thus saith
the Lord God; There shall none of my
words be prolonged any more, but the word
which | have spoken shall be done, saith
the Lord God.

Chapter 13

13:1 And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

13:2 Son of man, prophesy against the
prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say
thou unto them that prophesy out of their
own hearts, Hear ye the word of the Lord;

13:3 Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto
the foolish prophets, that follow their own
spirit, and have seen nothing!

13:4 O Israel, thy prophets are like the
foxes in the deserts.

that has permeated Christendom. The coming of Jesus is looked upon as a
foolish phantasm. The judgment of the world in righteousness by that Man,
Jesus Christ, whom God has ordained to this purpose, is ignored, rejected,
and ridiculed (*Acts 17:31); but every man will stand before that bar of
justice. The people, because of the talk of the false prophets’ foolishly dream
that the world is getting better. They have a wonderful program prepared—
national peace and a millennium of prosperity and reformation for the world;
but God has a different one. He has revealed it by the Old Testament prophets
in visions and messages which have been confirmed by our Lord Jesus Christ
and His Apostle, in the writings in the New Testament. Hence, these two
series of books of the Bible are a double witness to the revelation which God
has given to man. “In the mouth of two, or three witnesses shall every word
be established” (“But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established. ” KJV)—Matt. 18:16.

But the Church, as well as Israel, refuses to believe that God’s
program is the one that will have the stage. They set aside the Word of
prophecy. They say, “The vision is for many days to come,” and know not
that the fulfillment is at the door. “My Lord delayeth His coming,” the evil
servant declares. But the Lord will speedily rise up and end the false hope
and security which is all about us. “When they say, Peace and safety, then
sudden destruction comes,” (“when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them,”—1 Thess. 5:3 KJV) is the inspired
Word. And we are very near that moment, so near that we are amazed that
so few realize its immanency and are stirred to its possibilities.

Chapter 13
False Prophets and Prophetesses Arraigned

“And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man,
prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say unto them that
prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the Word of the Lord. Thus saith
the Lord God, Woe unto the foolish prophets that follow their own spirit and
have seen nothing”—Chap. 13:1, 2.

In these verses, the Lord accuses the false prophets and prophetesses
of several charges. The first one is that they have spoken out of their own
hearts. That is, their messages originate with themselves. They were not
based upon the “Thus saith the Lord,” but were the product of their own
minds. They expressed the thoughts and desires of their darkened hearts and

1 Acts 17:31 “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
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13:5 Ye have not gone up into the gaps,
neither made up the hedge for the house of
Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the
LORD.

13:6 They have seen vanity and lying
divination, saying, The LORD saith: and
the LORD hath not sent them: and they
have made others to hope that they would
confirm the word.

13:7 Have ye not seen a vain vision, and
have ye not spoken a lying divination,
whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit |
have not spoken?

13:8 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD;
Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen
lies, therefore, behold, | am against you,

saith the Lord GOD.

13:9 And mine hand shall be upon the
prophets that see vanity, and that divine
lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my
people, neither shall they be written in the
writing of the house of Israel, neither shall
they enter into the land of Israel; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

13:10 Because, even because they have
seduced my people, saying, Peace;

and there was no peace; and one built up a
wall, and, lo, others daubed it with
untempered morter:

13:11 Say unto them which daub it with
untempered morter, that it shall fall: there
shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O
great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy
wind shall rend it.

gave no heed to the Word of God. Oh, how pertinent is this accusation to
conditions in Christendom. How can anyone deny the application? The false
prophets abound. They are far in excess of the true ones. And their words
have far more weight with the people. They believe them rather than the real
prophets because they do not desire the Truth. They are false to God and they
want false teachers and false words. How sad, but true!

These charges of Ezekiel not only applied to conditions then, but are
really spoken to religious leaders and religious bodies of our time. Because
of the false prophets the churches are in a state of apostasy. They have seen
vanity and lying divination, saying, “The Lord saith; and the Lord hath not
sent them.” They are self-called and self-appointed. They become the mouth
pieces of lying spirits. They are the messengers of a false hope and a false
peace, and behind them stands Satan, the father of lies. These lying spirits
possessed the prophets in Israel’s day (1 Kgs. 22, 19), and they are still
seeking and finding outlets for their devilish dreams. It is predicted of the
last days that people will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
demons (*1 Tim. 4:1) and we need not refer that condition to any future time.
It is here now. Seducing spirits sure enough!

The Lord then pronounces condemnation upon false prophets. He is
against them. His hand is upon them for punishment. Three things are
mentioned of which their punishment shall consist—first, they shall be
outcasts from the congregation of the Lord; second, their names shall not be
mentioned in the writings of Israel; third, they shall not enter into the land of
Israel. This threefold judgment of these wicked men, who were a curse to the
people at that time, figures a judgment of worse traitors to Jehovah in the end
whose names shall be blotted out of the book of the Lord and out of the
memory of the people of Israel. They will lead the poor folk astray in the
end, because they will reject the Word of the Lord and substitute for it the
wisdom of men.

Paul’s writings are full of warnings as to the departure of the
ministers in Christendom from the Truth, and its attendant evils; but there
will also be the Jews. These Gentile and Jewish leaders will be a double
witness to error and the anti-Christ, and bring the most terrible woes upon
the world. Jude’s little epistle of 25 verses describes these terrible men and
their eternal doom in vivid, striking words, and there is no imagination, nor
fiction about his outburst of righteous wrath. And remember that this letter
is just as much God-breathed as any other portion of the Holy Writings.

These false messengers have defiled the Church of God with their

11 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”
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unholy, erroneous doctrine, and Paul declares by the Spirit of God, “If any
man defile the temple of God, him will God destroy; for the temple of God
is holy which tempt ye are” (“If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” KJV)—1
Cor. 3:17. The church, that is, all believers constitute the spiritual temple of
God. It is founded upon the Truth, the doctrine concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ—His virgin birth, His vicarious death, His resurrection and ascension
to heaven, and His coming again. Any rejection of these essential items of
Scripture defiles the temple. It is the most devilish corruption and blasphemy.
And God will destroy the wicked leaders, the false prophets who are making
merchandise of the Gospel.

Ezekiel describes them as building a way and then plastering it with
untempered mortar. Let us note how suggestive this language is of the
present conditions. A wall is for defense. Those leaders among the Jews
banded themselves together and invented all manner of schemes to escape
the judgments of God; for only thus could they justify themselves and
vindicate their false message. But their unity and fellowship was of the flesh.
There was no living faith or power holding them together. They daubed it
with untempered mortar, answering to man’s power, strength, loyalty and
oaths, to cement and make them an invulnerable multitude.

Oh, how marvelously the description fits present conditions, both
religious and political. The worldwide unions, confederacies, both of the
church and nations, which are before our eyes, are the result of the false
teachers and prophets and their cleaving together is simply of man. It is a
whitewashing which will not stand when the judgment of God hits the
combinations. They will crumble when the great hailstones fall upon the
refuge of lies. The mortar will then be seen in its true character. In Genesis,
chapter eleven, we are shown an illustration of Prophet’s day, but more
especially of the present day. The people were as one, “One language and of
one speech.” They were all agreed to build a city and a tower, one whose top
should reach to heaven. They desired to make a name for themselves. Is it
not a forcible reminder of what the nations and churches are endeavoring to
do? The false prophets have made them to hope for the possibility of a world
empire and world unity—church and state to be as one. But alas, the cement
is manmade; the unity is of the flesh and not of the Spirit; hence, the slime
will not stand. The untempered mortar will give way and the great building
will fall. All the schemes, ambitions, inventions and confederacies of men
will collapse when the Lord shakes the earth. Judgment will sweep over all
these destructive critics and all the things that men have built and their
prophecies will come to naught. There must be the unity of The Spirit to hold
men together, or they will never stick. Only such a union will stand in the
evil day. Listen to the mocker of Jehovah—“Lo when the wall is fallen, shall
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13:12 Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it
not be said unto you, Where is the daubing
wherewith ye have daubed it?

13:13 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; |
will even rend it with a stormy wind in my
fury; and there shall be an overflowing
shower in mine anger, and great hailstones
in my fury to consume it.

13:14 So will | break down the wall that ye
have daubed with untempered morter, and
bring it down to the ground, so that the
foundation thereof shall be discovered, and
it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the
midst thereof: and ye shall know that

I am the LORD.

13:15 Thus will I accomplish my wrath
upon the wall, and upon them that have
daubed it with untempered morter, and will
say unto you, The wall is no more, neither
they that daubed it;

13:16 To wit, the prophets of Israel which
prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which
see visions of peace for her, and there is no
peace, saith the Lord GOD.

13:17 Likewise, thou son of man, set thy
face against the daughters of thy people,
which prophesy out of their own heart; and
prophesy thou against them,

13:18 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Woe to the women that sew pillows to all
armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the
head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye
hunt the souls of my people, and will ye
save the souls alive that come unto you?

13:19 And will ye pollute me among my
people for handfuls of barley and for pieces
of bread, to slay the souls that should not
die, and to save the souls alive that should
not live, by your lying to my people that
hear your lies?

it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed
it?”—V. 12. When these divine predictions are fulfilled, when a boasting,
Christ rejecting world and an apostate church are submerged in the dreadful
judgments of a wrathful God, what help will all the nice sounding words,
the silly vaporings of false prophets afford? The whitewash will be dissolved,
the unity be a thing of naught, and the defilement of the temple seen in its
true light. Then every one will receive his due reward. Strict justice will be
meted out to the prophets. It will be a day of woe for them.

Fate of the False Prophetesses

The false prophetesses in Israel come in for their share of the fiery
indignation of the true Prophet. They too were scored. And if he had been
like some of the prophets today, they would have received a double portion,
for even true prophetesses are not spared by these latter day servants of the
Lord. They seem not to have read that God ever used a woman for anything
except to darn seeks, wield the potato masher and the scrub brush. But maybe
they will be surprised how many women will come in for the reward of
having “labored with Paul in the Gospel.” And they will have missed the
reward of having helped them, as the Apostle admonished his true
yokefellow—!Phil. 4:3.

Ezekiel’s denunciations were against false prophetesses, who spoke
out of their own mouth, even as the prophets of Belial. They were a
soothsaying class, sewing something to their arms and wearing veils to
appear as tho’ of a mystic character. They claimed magic skill, occult
science, as it is now styled, somewhat of the character of mediums today.
They dressed for the part, we would infer from the language, or gave their
poor dupes amulets to wear to protect them from evil. We have much of this
occult science in our midst. The trinity of evil doctrine—Christian Science,
Unity and Spiritualism—~belong to this class. And all are the offshoot of
women; for tho’ Unity apparently has a man as its founder, its teaching began
with Mrs. Eddy. She is the mother of that lusty, demon empowered son also.
The majority of its philosophies and teaching came from so-called Christian
Science. And these three occult religions all claim to be founded on Christian
ethics; but they are far from Christian. They have no foundation, but the
flesh, no death, no resurrection, no ascension, no coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ in a material sense. They give a philosophical interpretation to
the most precious Christian doctrine and destroy the Christian hope of a true
heaven, a living God, a personal Lord, and an abiding Comforter in the form

! Philippians 4:3 “And | intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured
with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names
are in the book of life.”
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13:20 Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD;
Behold, | am against your pillows,
wherewith ye there hunt the souls to

make them fly, and I will tear them from
your arms, and will let the souls

go, even the souls that ye hunt to

make them fly.

13:21 Your kerchiefs also will | tear, and
deliver my people out of your hand, and
they shall be no more in your hand to be
hunted; and ye shall know that | am the
LORD.

13:22 Because with lies ye have made the
heart of the righteous sad, whom | have not
made sad; and strengthened the hands of
the wicked, that he should not return from
his wicked way, by promising him life:

13:23 Therefore ye shall see no more
vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will
deliver my people out of your hand: and ye
shall know that | am the LORD.

Chapter 14

14:1 Then came certain of the elders of
Israel unto me, and sat before me.

14:2 And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying,

14:3 Son of man, these men have set up
their idols in their heart, and put the
stumblingblock of their iniquity before
their face: should I be enquired of at all by
them?

of the Holy Spirit. God’s wrath and condemnation rests upon these terrible
delusions, and it is woe to those teaching these errors. But there is a further
thought here.

Women in Scripture invariably represent religious bodies. Hence, we
would infer that these false prophetesses represent in the fullest sense all the
false religions in Christendom. All those bodies of people calling themselves
Christian, yet teaching for doctrine the commandments of men, having left
the true doctrine of the Church, are meant. They are truly deceiving the
people, claiming infallibility like the Romish system, or otherwise leading
folks astray from the simplicity which is in Christ.

The description of these false prophets and prophetesses fits the
above interpretation. “Because with lies ye have made the heart of the
righteous sad, whom | have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the
wicked that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him
life’—V. 22. These wicked men and systems prophesy lies, say smooth
things, preaching “peace and there is no peace,” even as a former verse
implies—V. 10. The righteous are saddened with the error that is
broadcasted; but the wicked rejoice. Modernism with its deadly poison is
strengthening the hands of the evil. Crime is increasing by leaps and bounds
and the cause of it may in great measure be laid at the door of these false
teachers and systems of iniquity that claim to be religious. There is no fear
of God among the people for there is no God, according to the falsifiers; and
death is the end of all, or at least there is no judgment after death, and no hell
or eternal punishment. The young people are not taught to respect the Bible
as the inspired Word of God; hence, are blasphemous and impudent, without
even natural affection. Oh, if the Lord does not interfere in a very short time,
men will be as the beasts. There is no hope for a world that casts off God and
rejects His Son, refusing to acknowledge His right to their life.

Message To The Wicked Elders
Chapter 14

“Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me and sat before me.
And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, these men
have set up their idols in their heart and put the stumbling-block of their
iniquity before their face. Should I be enquired of at all by them? Therefore
speak and say unto them, x x x | the Lord will answer him according to the
multitude of his idols”—Chap. 14:1, 4.

Those elders appeared before the Prophet presumably to enquire of
the Lord as to His will; but there was no need of this conference. Ezekiel had
faithfully uttered the messages of judgment and impending doom and they
had heard and rejected them; yet now they come and enquire of the Lord.
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14:4 Therefore speak unto them, and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Every man of the house of Israel that
setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth
the stumblingblock of his iniquity before
his face, and cometh to the prophet; | the
LORD will answer him that cometh
according to the multitude of his idols;

14:5 That | may take the house of Israel in
their own heart, because they are all
estranged from me through their idols.

14:6 Therefore say unto the house of Israel,
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and
turn yourselves from your idols; and turn
away your faces from all your
abominations.

14:7 For every one of the house of Israel, or
of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel,
which separateth himself from me, and
setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth
the stumblingblock of his iniquity before
his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire
of him concerning me; | the LORD will
answer him by myself:

14:8 And | will set my face against that
man, and will make him a sign and a
proverb, and I will cut him off from the
midst of my people; and ye shall know that
I am the LORD.

14:9 And if the prophet be deceived when
he hath spoken a thing, | the LORD have
deceived that prophet, and | will stretch out
my hand upon him, and will destroy him
from the midst of my people Israel.

14:10 And they shall bear the punishment
of their iniquity: the punishment of the
prophet shall be even as the punishment of
him that seeketh unto him;

14:11 That the house of Israel may go no
more astray from me, neither be polluted
any more with all their transgressions; but
that they may be my people, and | may be
their God, saith the Lord GOD.

14:12 The word of the LORD came again
to me, saying,

And He answered the fools according to their folly. They manifested the
wickedness of their hearts and the depths of degradation into which men fall
who reject light. They become hypocritical. These elders come with pious,
religious pretensions. It sounded well to enquire of the Lord; but He knew
their hearts. They were full of idolatry. Should I be enquired of such?
Jehovah asks. To seek the Lord in such a condition of willful evil is an open
defiance of Him. Yet this is the same condition people are manifesting these
days. They are professing godliness, but denying the power. Lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of God, tho’ pretending to be religious while idols
are set up in the heart. Men are money mad. The dollar is their god; but they
will attend the services at church, as they call the religious exercises. They
will take an interest in the Bible class study; but they do not want reality.
They are just playing at religion, and God will have none of it.

Those elders appeared to be alright; but God knew their heart. We
cannot deceive Him. The Lord calls to repentance. “Turn yourselves from
your idols,” He calls. But if they do not, He announces that He will deal with
the miserable hypocrites. He will answer the unrepenting idol-worshiper who
separates himself from the Lord. He says He Will deceive those that dare to
deceive others. “I will stretch out my hand upon him and I will destroy him
from the midst of my people Isracl”—V. 9. There were many deceived and
deceiving prophets in Israel. They cared nothing for the spiritual welfare of
the people; but prophesied for filthy lucre.

The Four Inevitable Judgements

“The Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man when the
land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will | stretch mine
hand upon it and will break the staff of bread thereof and will send famine
upon it and will cut off man and beast from it”—Chap. 14:12, 13.

With the above citation we begin the portion devoted to the four sore
judgments due to fall upon the land. At the time of the prophecy the land was
Palestine; but at the end it is the whole world that is threatened with these
dire judgments, tho’ Palestine will not be accepted by any means. It will not
be Holy Land to Jehovah, but rather unholy, even as the plain of Sodom and
Gomorrah when He rained down fire upon it.

Jesus said, “Nation shall rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom and great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and
pestilences” (Luke 21:11) and these are only the beginnings of sorrows, He
adds elsewhere—'Matt. 24:8. Men cannot, or do not want to believe that
these four evils or any evils are coming upon the world. According to their

! Matthew 24:8 “All these are the beginning of sorrows.”
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14:13 Son of man, when the land sinneth
against me by trespassing grievously, then
will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and
will break the staff of the bread thereof, and
will send famine upon it, and will cut off
man and beast from it:

14:14 Though these three men, Noah,
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should
deliver but their own souls by their
righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.

argument a world famine can now be overruled by transport, pestilence by
disinfection and war by peace leagues, etc.; but there is the earthquake
problem to face. What about the shaking earth? How control its tremors? is
the question. And yet the other judgments are just as sure to come as the
earthquakes, regardless of all the precautions, peace pads and perfection of
scientific discoveries of man.

Famine

The first of these judgments mentioned by Ezekiel is famine.
Whether they will come in the order mentioned is not clear. We incline rather
to the opposite view, for John in the Patmos visions gives war as the first
sign of judgment—Rev. 6. The Lord informs the Prophet that these
exceptionally sore evils are coming because of exceptional defiance and
rebellion of the world. The end time will show forth the wicked heart of man
in greater magnitude than has ever been manifested. The whole world will
be in a state of anarchy against God. They will refuse to bow to His
ultimatum that Gentile times are over and His Son is King. They will refuse
to let Him be seated and insist on holding the sceptre in their hands. God will
rise up against them. He will build up the tabernacle of David which is fallen
down and seat His Son upon the throne of Judah even as it is written—Acts
15:16. The prophets all agree as to this fact and vainly do men seek to defy
and defeat Deity. It is impossible. The strength of men is nothing to His
power. He is supreme, and tho’ they have achieved much, and will finally
confederate and gather together to forestall and hinder the fulfillment of the
Scriptures, yet Jehovah will conquer. In fact when men are secure, when they
are confident that all is well, then is the moment that God will show them
that they are nothing, and less than nothing—vanity of vanities. He will let
them go on from strength to strength, achievement and prowess, and when
they have reached the summit of their ambitions and are sure there is nothing
more to wish, or fear, “then sudden destruction will come upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape”—1 Thes. 5:3.

As was said, Men do not believe that a world famine is possible; but
the fact remains, that God says it will come, and it will. Famines are realities
in the world even now. Three of the greatest famines in history occurred
within the last ten years. China has suffered two terrible woes of this
description since 1914 and Russia another. These have been the greatest
famines recorded in any country in any time. Men and women were reported
to be dying by the thousands in the streets. It is even said that China has a
perpetual famine. Why does not the world with its marvelous facilities rush
provisions to them? You would think the Christian world, as we love to call

L Acts 15:16 “After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is
fallen down; and | will build again the ruins thereof, and | will set it up:”

49



14:15 If | cause noisome beasts to pass
through the land, and they spoil it, so that it
be desolate, that no man may pass through
because of the beasts:

14:16 Though these three men were in

it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall
deliver neither sons nor daughters; they
only shall be delivered, but the land shall
be desolate.

14:17 Or if | bring a sword upon that land,
and say, Sword, go through the land; so that
I cut off man and beast from it:

14:18 Though these three men were in

it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall
deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they
only shall be delivered themselves.

ourselves, would be the first to help their fellowman, do unto them as they
would be done by, and thus pave the way for the Gospel; but alas, they need
the Gospel as well as the Chinese. They are just as much heathen in heart,
unless they have been born again. There is no difference—“All have sinned
and come short”—Rom. 3:23.

Noisome Beasts

The second of these end-time woes is symbolic we believe rather than
literal, tho’ the latter may be a fact also. We have no record in the, history of
Palestine that such a calamity, as that of wild beasts, ever came upon them;
but the Gentile world powers are represented as wild beasts by the Prophet
Daniel (Ch. 7), showing their beastly character as viewed by the Lord. John,
the Revelator, also refers to men as beasts—Rev. 13. Hence, we believe such
are meant by the Prophet.

The Lord Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, sets earthquakes as the
second of these sore judgment evils, saying, “There shall be famines and
earthquakes in divers places”—Matt. 24:7. And there have been many of
these lately. In 1920 an earthquake shook China and was felt around the
world. The greatest shaking fell upon an area 15,000 miles square, while vast
landslides engulfed whole villages. A million were reported killed. It is
ranked as the most destructive earthquake in the history of the world. And
there have been many more since that one. Just now as we write there was
an earthquake which shook the whole eastern coast of the United States. Its
tremors were felt even in Canada. These are warnings that others will follow.

War

The third of these judgment woes is war. “If | bring a sword upon the
land and say, Sword, go thru the land, so that I cut off man and beast from
it,” as Ezekiel says (v. 17), or as the Lord Jesus expresses the matter, “Nation
shall rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom”—Matt. 24. In other
words, a world war is predicted. We had one recently; but another is
inevitable. Nothing can stay the clogs of war. God has spoken and no peace
is possible until Jesus Christ appears and puts down war forever. Tho’ it may
seem that we are pessimistic when we predict the failure of all these peace
pacts and peace efforts, yet we are assured that God’s Word shall be fulfilled.

Who would ever have imagined the late war as a possibility, or
estimated the havoc it would occasion, or the changes it would make? And
likewise with the future. No one can truly paint the picture, the sombre, dire
spectre of the coming war that is sketched for us in the Word of God. Its
unspeakable horrors, as well as unbelievable changes, are without parallel,
tho’ we have a slight pattern in the late war. Ten years ago there were forty-
one kingdoms in the world and now there are but seventeen of those
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14:19 Or if | send a pestilence into that
land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood,
to cut off from it man and beast:

14:20 Though Noah, Daniel, and

Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord
GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor
daughter; they shall but deliver their own
souls by their righteousness.

14:21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How
much more when | send my four sore
judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and
the famine, and the noisome beast, and the
pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?

14:22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a
remnant that shall be brought

forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they
shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see
their way and their doings: and ye shall be
comforted concerning the evil that I have
brought upon Jerusalem, evenconcerning
all that | have brought upon it.

14:23 And they shall comfort you, when ye
see their ways and their doings: and ye
shall know that I have not done without
cause all that I have done in it, saith the
Lord GOD.

remaining. Twenty-four thrones including three of the greatest empires have
collapsed. Furthermore, the world has been in a ferment ever since ready at
any minute to break forth again into a mighty conflagration. And this will
continue with but a short time of peace until Christ is seated on the throne of
empires. As Ezekiel prophesies, “Thus saith the Lord God, Remove the
diadem and take off the crown. Exalt him that is low and abase him that is
high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, until He come whose right it is to
reign, and I will give it to Him” (“Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the
diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is
low, and abase him that is high. | will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and
it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and | will give it him.”
KJV)—Chap. 21:26. We are living in a time of great upheavals. There has
been nothing comparable to the changes in Europe since the down fall of the
Roman Empire; but we say, The worst is yet to come.

Pestilence

The fourth of these sore judgments is pestilence. It is the sure
follower of war. It comes mysteriously, generally without any signaling, yet
it will be here on schedule time. Ezekiel is made to speak for God, in no
uncertain tone, “If 1 send a pestilence into that land and pour out my fury
upon it in blood to cut off from it man and beast, tho” Noah, Daniel and Job
were in it,” yet it would come. No power, no science, no anti-toxin, no
remedy, no men, tho’ they had favor with God, could stay that epidemic. We
had a similar plague tho” on a much smaller scale after the late war. It seemed
to appear simultaneously in every country of the world and took an enormous
toll of life. The total world mortality has been estimated at not less than
twelve million people. It was an, epidemic without a parallel; but there will
be another that will exceed its terrors. And it is not far away. A worse
influenza will fly upon the four corners of the world and the death rate will
reach more than twelve million at this later date. If any escape the three other
judgment woes, he is liable to fall under this plague; for God’s declarations
as to these judgments cannot fail. The Word is more emphatic on this point
than is generally the case; no doubt because men claim that they can do away
with these evils. But the Lord insists that they cannot do one thing to avert
these calamities. Even prayer will not change His program. No, not any
supplication, not even of His choicest servants, can avail to turn away His
anger when once He has whetted His sword and risen up to the judgment.

The declarations are especially significant at this place. Twice, three
of the mightiest men of prayer, are mentioned. They were righteous men who
had power with God; but here it is declared that tho’ they were in Jerusalem
they would deliver only their own souls by their intercessions. “Prayer
changes things,” folks are wont to say so glibly these days; but here are four
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Chapter 15

15:1 And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying,

15:2 Son of man, What is the vine tree
more than any tree, or than a branch which
is among the trees of the forest?

15:3 Shall wood be taken thereof to do any
work? or will men take a pin of it to hang
any vessel thereon?

15:4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel;
the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and
the midst of it is burned. Is it meet

for any work?

15:5 Behold, when it was whole, it was
meet for no work: how much less shall it be
meet yet for any work, when the fire hath
devoured it, and it is burned?

coming evils that prayer will not change. Noah, Daniel and Job, the three
men Ezekiel is inspired to mention, were witnesses and intercessors at three
different epochs, each a time of judgment. Noah, before the deluge, prayed
and was the means of saving his family. Daniel prayed for the Jewish nation
in Babylon and his prayers brought results. His people were delivered out of
Babylon. Job prayed for his friends and God spared them. These men and
their times are typical of end events. All three of them figure the true Jewish
witnesses of God at the judgment period, who, tho’ they will be righteous,
God-fearing, praying men, will not be able to change God’s plan, or purpose.
They shall only deliver their own souls. Then there is a word of comfort for
those men, the remnant of the end. In the midst of the four judgments, they
shall be preserved.

Parable of the Unfruitful Vine
Chapter 15

“And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, what
is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees
of the forest? Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take
a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel,
the fire devoureth both the ends of it; and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet
for any work? Behold, when it was whole it was meet for no work; how much
less shall it be meet for any work when the fire hath devoured it.”—Vs. 1-4.

Beginning with this chapter we have three divinely inspired parables
which show us further of the false hopes which the people in Jerusalem and
also the captives in Babylon still cherished relative to the captivity which
was even then coming to pass. But “hope springs eternal,” the poet has said,;
and surely in this instance it is a fact. Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, the
weakling scion of a princely race, refused to acknowledge the authority of
God in his tenure of the throne. He would not step down and let
Nebuchadnezzar have the dominion which Jehovah had conferred upon him.
But he was not alone to blame for insisting upon his rights, as he reasoned;
the people had encouraged and strengthened him in his false position. The
princes and leaders listened to the false prophets and heeded their words
instead of the true men of God.

Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, tho’ the latter had set him
upon, the throne of Judah, as subject to Babylon, after his second invasion of
Jerusalem. Zedekiah and the people with him were looking for help from the
alliances which they had formed with other nations. They had even asked
Egypt for help, as Ezekiel informs us—Chap. 17:15. That was rebellion
against God; hence He was gradually executing judgment upon the land and
the city; yet Zedekiah refused to believe the verdict of his own eyes. He
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15:6 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD;
As the vine tree among the trees of the
forest, which | have given to the fire for
fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

15:7 And I will set my face against them;
they shall go out from one fire,

and another fire shall devour them; and ye
shall know that | am the LORD, when | set
my face against them.

15:8 And I will make the land desolate,
because they have committed a trespass,
saith the Lord GOD.

continued in his impenitent state and hoped things were not as bad as they
seemed. And the captives in Babylon also shared the same hope. It is even
so today. Men refuse to believe the Word of God and the evidence that is
before them. The signs of the times are brimful of illustrations of the truth of
the fulfillment of Scripture. We are amazed beyond measure at these things
and marvel that men are not awakened to the immanency of the coming of
the Lord.

The first of these parables which are joined together in this section,
is an apt and interesting illustration of Israel. The Lord, thru the Prophet, asks
a few questions about the vine. The people’s confidence and boast was in the
fact that they were the vine of Jehovah. The false prophets were no doubt
encouraging them with the beautiful words of Scripture, such as the prayer
of Asaph and other portions, quoted often as referring to them. “Thou hast
brought a vine out of Egypt. Thou hast cast out the heathen and planted it.
Thou preparedst room for it and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled
the land. The hills were covered with the shadow of it and the boughs thereof
were like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the sea and her
branches into the river. Why hast thou then broken down her hedges so that
all they that pass by that way do pluck her?”—Psa. 80:8-14. But they seemed
to overlook the many other Scriptures which told of the judgment predicted
to fall upon the vine and the vineyard, because of the wild fruit which the
vine brought forth. Isaiah declares that Jehovah had done all that was
possible to make that vineyard profitable; but nothing availed. When it was
time for fruit, He looked and it only brought forth wild grapes. Jehovah’s
patience was at last exhausted, as we read; “And now go to; | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard. | will take away the hedge thereof and it shall
be eaten up and break down the wall thereof and it shall be trodden down. |
will lay it waste. It shall not be pruned, or digged; but there shall come up
briars and thorns. I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon
it; for the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, x x x and he
looked for judgment and behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a
cry”—Isa. 5:5-7. We also hear the witness of Hosea against the vine, “Israel
is an empty vine; he bringeth forth Fruit unto himself; according to the
multitude of his fruit, he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness
of his land, they have made goodly images”—Hosea 10:1.

Hence, we see that their boast of being Jehovah’s vineyard was a
foolish boast. The vine is good for only one thing, as Ezekiel intimates in his
parable, that is, to bear fruit. Apart from the grapes it brings forth, it is good
for nothing. The wood cannot be used for any purpose whatever. Will men
take a piece and put a vessel thereon? the Prophet asks. It is good for nothing,
but to be burned with fire. When it is cast into the fire, we learn it is burned

53



Chapter 16

16:1 Again the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying,

16:2 Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know
her abominations,

16:3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD
unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy
nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy
father was an Amorite, and thy mother an
Hittite.

16:4 And as for thy nativity, in the day
thou wast born thy navel was not cut,
neither wast thou washed in water to
supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor
swaddled at all.

at both ends and even in. the midst. He is revealing the certain fate that is
about to overtake Jerusalem. It is to be burned with fire because it was an
unfruitful vine. And so it came to pass. When Nebuchadnezzar’s armies
came up and besieged the city in the ninth year of Zedekiah, the walls were
broken down and the city burnt—2 Kgs. 24 and Jer. 52.

The parable of the vineyard, as given by the Lord (*Matt. 21:33) also
refers to Israel as is plainly evident. He declares that the Lord sent His
servants to gather the fruit, but they beat one, stoned another and killed
another. Finally, the Son was sent; but they treated Him even worse than the
servants. Hence, He asks, “What will the Lord of the vineyard do unto those
husbandmen?” (“When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will
he do unto those husbandmen? ”—Matt. 21:40 KJV) He allows them to
pronounce judgment upon themselves, which they do, as their answer
indicates; “He will miserably destroy those wicked men and will let out his
vineyard unto other husbandmen which shall render him the fruits in their
season.” And this judgment came upon Jerusalem and the people even as in
the time of Ezekiel.

But the day is coming in which the Lord will visit His vine again. He
is already anticipating that time. He has been visiting the Gentiles for almost
two millenniums; but He is about to transfer His attention to the Jews. He
will visit them shortly; first in judgment, then in grace of which fact the next
parable abundantly witnesses.

The Abandoned Child
Chapter 16

“Again the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man,
cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, and say, Thus saith the Lord God
unto Jerusalem. Thy birth and thy nativity is the land of Canaan. Thy father
was an Amorite and thy mother an Hittite,” etc.—Chap. 16.

The second parable is a beautiful story of grace. There is no detailed
description of the unmerited favor of God found in the Scriptures than our
lesson. It is not only an incomparably facinating story, distinct and unusual,
but instructive as well. We are taught in parabolic fashion the sovereignty of
God in the matter of the blessing of humanity whether in the case of Israel,
the Church, the individual. It is all of grace. God’s dealings with Israel are
taken as a figure of all His ways with mankind. We have their past, present
and future history set forth here to show that they not chosen and set apart
for God, because of any intrinsic holiness in themselves. Nay! according to
the parable, it was their needy, naked and neglected condition that called
forth His pity. The allegory may be divided into five parts.
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16:5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of
these unto thee, to have compassion upon
thee; but thou wast cast out in the open
field, to the lothing of thy person, in the
day that thou wast born.

16:6 And when | passed by thee, and saw
thee polluted in thine own blood, | said
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
Live; yea, | said unto thee when thou
wast in thy blood, Live.

16:7 | have caused thee to multiply as the
bud of the field, and thou hast increased
and waxen great, and thou art come to
excellent ornaments: thy breasts are
fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas
thou wastnaked and bare.

16:8 Now when | passed by thee, and
looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the
time of love; and | spread my skirt over
thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, |
sware unto thee, and entered into a
covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD,
and thou becamest mine.

16:9 Then washed | thee with water; yea, |
throughly washed away thy blood from
thee, and | anointed thee with oil.

16:10 I clothed thee also with broidered
work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and
| girded thee about with fine linen, and |
covered thee with silk.

16:11 | decked thee also with ornaments,
and | put bracelets upon thy hands, and a
chain on thy neck.

16:12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead,
and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful
crown upon thine head.

16:13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and
silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen,
and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat

Jerusalem’s Original Condition
The First Part

We learn the purpose of the parable in the first part of the chapter. It
is that Jerusalem may know her abominations: but it is not meant for her
only; for the whole nation is included in the application as is easily seen.
First, Jerusalem’s origin is mentioned. “Thy birth and thy nativity is of the
land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite and thy mother a Hittite.” We
know that does not apply to Abraham and Sarah, from which the nation
sprang; but it refers to the city whose origin was Canaanitish. The Amorites
were the original possessors of Palestine as we learn from Genesis 15:16.
The Hittites are also mentioned in Genesis as the inhabitants of the land—
2Gen. 23:3 and 10. Jerusalem is thus described as of an ignoble and unclean
source. Her condition is likened to that of a babe cast out into the open field
and left to the mercy of the elements and wild beasts of the land. Can we
imagine a more helpless state than of an infant in such a case? It is the picture
of absolute weakness, and such is the lesson the Lord desires us to learn from
the narrative as regards Jerusalem, Israel or ourselves as a part of humanity.
We were as good as dead, even as was the babe in the field. The sentence of
death passed on all men in Adam; hence, God must undertake our case; and
this He did, as the parable shows.

Jerusalem’s Changed Condition
The Second Part

“And when | passed by thee and saw thee polluted in thine own blood,
| said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, Live.” The Lord declares that
He passed by Jerusalem when she was naked and unclean. He saw her
pitiable condition and spoke the word that made her live. Immediately there
was a change. He then washed and clothed her. Furthermore, He entered into
a covenant with her. “Yea, | sware unto thee and thou becamest mine,” we
read. He caused her to multiply as the buds of the field. She was adorned
with jewelry—bracelets upon her wrists, a chain for her neck and earrings
for her ears. She became beautiful with the comeliness which He put upon
her; bedecked with gold and silver, arrayed in fine linen and silk and
broidered work. Jerusalem was brought up out of shame and dishonor and
made famous. She was the capitol city of the kingdom of the chosen people
of the Lord. A golden crown was put upon her head. Her renown went forth.
The nations heard of her beauty and prosperity.

The above is a striking allegory of Jehovah’s mercy to His people.

! Genesis 15:16 “But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet full.”

2 Genesis 23:3, 10 “And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons
of Heth, saying...And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite
answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the
gate of his city, saying,”
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fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou
wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst
prosper into a kingdom.

16:14 And thy renown went forth among
the heathen for thy beauty: for

it was perfect through my comeliness,
which | had put upon thee, saith the Lord
GOD.

16:15 But thou didst trust in thine own
beauty, and playedst the harlot because of
thy renown, and pouredst out thy
fornications on every one that passed by;
his it was.

16:16 And of thy garments thou didst take,
and deckedst thy high places with divers
colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon:
the like things shall not come, neither shall
it be so.

16:17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels
of my gold and of my silver, which | had
given thee, and madest to thyself images of
men, and didst commit whoredom with
them,

16:18 And tookest thy broidered garments,
and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine
oil and mine incense before them.

16:19 My meat also which I gave thee, fine
flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith | fed
thee, thou hast even set it before them for a
sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the
Lord GOD.

16:20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons
and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne
unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto

The city represents them. It refers in a striking manner to Jerusalem’s place
as the city of the great king Solomon. She was at the zenith of her fame at
that period. God is describing her beauty and renown, that she, as well as all
people, would realize her iniquity in departing from her Benefactor. All these
details are mentioned to show us His grace toward her. There is no word of
gratitude from her toward Him.

Now as we remarked, This is an illustration, the most perfect in
Scripture, we might say, of the grace bestowed not only upon Jerusalem, but
upon all mankind. “Thy father, an Amorite thy mother a Hittite,” reminds us
forcibly of David’s confession concerning himself, which applies to all of us.
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me”—
Ps. 51:5. We were all as that babe, perishing in the field, the world, without
hope and without God—helpless and undone. The Lord must speak that
word, Live, into our hearts in the power of the Spirit, and we, tho’ spiritually
dead, hear His voice and live. The washing with water, the anointing with
oil, type of the Spirit, the precious words denoting His ownership, “thou
becamest mine,” all apply to the sinner who believes on the Lord Jesus
Christ. Also the clothing, the beautifying and crowning, all illustrates what
the marvelous grace of God has provided for every trusting soul. Our
salvation from its beginning to its end is altogether of grace; hence, we never
have any cause to boast except in the One who has done all these things for
us.

Jerusalem’s Apostatized Condition
The Third Part

“But thou didst trust in thine own beauty and played the harlot
because of thy renown and poureds’t out thy fornications on every one that
passed by,” etc.

In this second part of the realistic parable, we have the root cause of
all failure and every fall. “Thou dids’t trust in thine own beauty,” or wisdom,
or strength, etc. Here all departure from God may be traced—a leaning upon
oneself, instead of the Lord. We shortly play the harlot when this is the case.
Pride produces independence. Jerusalem was proud of her renown; but she
did not acknowledge the Giver of the greatness. Instead of worshipping Him
in His appointed way, Israel established the “high places” and imitated
Canaan’s false worship. The wickedness of the Amorite and Hittite, the
original owners of Canaan, were reproduced in Jerusalem. Their little babes
were sacrificed to Moloch, the terrible god of the Canaanites—Vs. 20, 21.
All the love and grace bestowed upon them by Jehovah were forgotten. They
left the Light for darkness, the Good for evil. And the Lord upbraided them.

“In all thine abominations and thy whoredoms, thou hast not
remembered the days of thy youth when thou was naked and bare and was
polluted in thy blood”—V. 22. He reminds them of their helpless condition
and the grace bestowed upon them, which they appear to have forgotten. He
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them to be devoured. Is this of thy
whoredoms a small matter,

16:21 That thou hast slain my children, and
delivered them to cause them to pass
through the fire for them?

16:22 And in all thine abominations and
thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered
the days of thy youth, when thou wast
naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy
blood.

16:23 And it came to pass after all thy
wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the
Lord GOD;)

16:24 That thou hast also built unto thee an
eminent place, and hast made thee an high
place in every street.

16:25 Thou hast built thy high place at
every head of the way, and hast made thy
beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy
feet to every one that passed by, and
multiplied thy whoredoms.

16:26 Thou hast also committed fornication
with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of
flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to
provoke me to anger.

16:27 Behold, therefore | have stretched
out my hand over thee, and have
diminished thine ordinary food, and
delivered thee unto the will of them that
hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines,
which are ashamed of thy lewd way.

16:28 Thou hast played the whore also with
the Assyrians, because thou wast
unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot
with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied.

16:29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy
fornication in the land of Canaan unto
Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied
herewith.

16:30 How weak is thine heart, saith the
Lord GOD, seeing thou doest all these
things, the work of an imperious whorish
woman;

endeavors to awaken them to a sense of their utter ingratitude by reciting to
them their sinful departure from Him and their running after other lords and
lovers. He accuses Jerusalem of seeking the idol-gods of Egypt, Assyria
and Chaldea and courting them. So great became her abominations that the
daughters of the Philistines were ashamed of her lewd ways. And that
worship of false deities was linked with the basest and grossest immoralities.
The most shameful and vilest things of the flesh were practiced. The one-
time faithful city became as a harlot in the estimation of Jehovah: for He
addresses her as such, “O harlot, hear the word of the Lord”—V. 35. The
same evil condition is manifest in the end of this age. Yea, it is worse. The
professed witness for God, the Church, has departed from the Lord in heart,
if not in name. The apostasy of Christendom at the present time overshadows
that of Jerusalem; but what will it be in the final period when the anti-Christ
will demand and receive the worship of both Jerusalem and Rome.
Judgement Announced
The Fourth Part

“Thus saith the Lord God, Because thy filthiness was poured out and
thy nakedness discovered thru thy whoredoms with thy lovers, x x x behold
therefore | will gather all thy lovers with whom thou hast taken pleasure and
all of them that thou hast loved, x x x and | will discover thy nakedness unto
them, that they may see all thy nakedness and | will judge thee as women
that break wedlock and shed blood are judged and I will give thee blood in
fury and jealousy”—Vs. 36-38. Here we learn that Jerusalem is no more the
beloved city. The Word of the Lord is now addressed to her as the “harlot.”
She has committed spiritual fornication, which in the sight of the Lord is
much more heinous that physical fornication. The latter is a sin against man,
the former is against God. It is the dreadful sin of Christendom today. They
have left the Lord, their Head and Husband and are joined to others. As all
the abominations of the heathen are said to be found in Jerusalem, so may be
said of Rome and her daughters, who answer to Jerusalem. Her doom was to
be as that of women who break wedlock. Stoning, according to law, was the
judgment of such—!Lev. 20:10. That was the reason that the scribes and
Pharisees brought the woman to Jesus, who had been taken in such an act of
sin, for Him to pronounce judgment upon her. He had been showing grace
and talking grace and they desired that He put Himself on record as saying
that it was not necessary to keep Moses’ law; but His wisdom was un-
searchable. He said, “He that is without sin let him cast the first stone.” He
was not doing away with the Law of God. He was simply applying it to all
men, as He wrote on the ground. It brings the sentence of death to all
humanity. “There is no difference...all have sinned;” and the sentence of
death to all is written in the dust out of which man was taken; “Dust thou art

! Leviticus 20:10 “And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he
that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death.”
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16:31 In that thou buildest thine eminent
place in the head of every way, and makest
thine high place in every street; and hast
not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest
hire;

16:32 But as a wife that committeth
adultery, which taketh strangers instead of
her husband!

16:33 They give gifts to all whores: but
thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and
hirest them, that they may come unto thee
on every side for thy whoredom.

16:34 And the contrary is in thee

from other women in thy whoredoms,
whereas none followeth thee to commit
whoredoms: and in that thou givest a
reward, and no reward is given unto thee,
therefore thou art contrary.

16:35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word
of the LORD:

16:36 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because
thy filthiness was poured out, and thy
nakedness discovered through thy
whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the
idols of thy abominations, and by the blood
of thy children, which thou didst give unto
them;

16:37 Behold, therefore I will gather all thy
lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure,
and all them that thou hast loved, with

all them that thou hast hated; | will even
gather them round about against thee, and
will discover thy nakedness unto them, that
they may see all thy nakedness.

16:38 And I will judge thee, as women that
break wedlock and shed blood are judged,
and I will give thee blood in fury and
jealousy.

16:39 And I will also give thee into their
hand, and they shall throw down thine
eminent place, and shall break down thy
high places: they shall strip thee also of thy
clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and
leave thee naked and bare.

and unto dust shalt thou return.”

But to return to our subject, Jerusalem, as representative of the people
of the Lord, was judged as a woman who had proven false to her husband;
and so shall be the doom of the Church—Rev. 18. The judgment would be
complete, the proof of which was, that she would cease playing the harlot.
“Thou shalt also give no hire any more.” Samaria is mentioned, and her
daughters as the elder sister of Jerusalem, and Sodom and her daughters as
her younger sister—V. 46. Their corruption was great, it is added; but
Jerusalem’s perfidy is worse. “As I live, saith the Lord God, Sodom, thy
sister hath not done as thou hast done.” Jerusalem had more light and was of
a more religious character than Sodom; hence, her sin is said to be greater. It
is always the case. High profession and privileges call for greater
responsibilities; and failure is greater in such cases, as is also judgment. Jesus
expressed the above in His scathing arraignment of Chorazin, Bethsaida and
Capernaum, cities which had been visited by Him and had seen His mighty
works, but were not converted—Matt. 11. Those allied cities were no doubt
“the daughters of Jerusalem,” mentioned by the Prophet as being guilty with
the mother. In the antitype, we know that the Protestant sects answer to the
daughters of Jerusalem. They are the offspring of the Mother Church, Rome,
and in their last state are as depraved and apostatized as is she—!Rev. 3:16.
How terrible!

Jerusalem’s Restored Condition
The Fifth Part

“Nevertheless, I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of
thy youth and | will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant”—V. 60.

The chapter ends with comforting words of assurance to Jerusalem.
She will have a restoration to a far greater estate than she formerly enjoyed.
Even Samaria and Sodom are promised a restoration; but that does not
signify that the wicked dead of those cities will be raised to enjoy the
rejuvenation. “They are suffering the vengeance of eternal fire,” we are
informed—Jude 7. How do the present-day restitutionists apply that
Scripture? The national restoration of Israel and Judah as well as many other
peoples are promised. Moab, Ammon, Assyria and Egypt have such
assurance; but how the Lord will accomplish that we cannot say. We must
leave those difficulties as well as other seeming impossibilities with Him;
but of this we are sure, there will be no resurrection of the wicked dead except
for judgment—2Rev. 20:12.

Jerusalem’s blessing is close at hand. Just a little while and those

1Revelation 3:16 “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth.”

2 Revelation 20:12 “And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”
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16:40 They shall also bring up a company
against thee, and they shall stone thee with
stones, and thrust thee through with their
swords.

16:41 And they shall burn thine houses
with fire, and execute judgments upon thee
in the sight of many women: and | will
cause thee to cease from playing the harlot,
and thou also shalt give no hire any more.

16:42 So will I make my fury toward thee
to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from
thee, and | will be quiet, and will be no
more angry.

16:43 Because thou hast not remembered
the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in
all these things; behold, therefore | also will
recompense thy way upon thine head, saith
the Lord GOD: and thou shalt not commit
this lewdness above all thine abominations.

16:44 Behold, every one that useth
proverbs shall use this proverb against thee,
saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter.

16:45 Thou art thy mother's daughter, that
lotheth her husband and her children; and
thou art the sister of thy sisters, which
lothed their husbands and their children:
your mother was an Hittite, and your father
an Amorite.

16:46 And thine elder sister is Samaria, she
and her daughters that dwell at thy left
hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth
at thy right hand, is Sodom and her
daughters.

16:47 Yet hast thou not walked after their
ways, nor done after their abominations:
but, as if that were a very little thing, thou
wast corrupted more than they in all thy
ways.

16:48 As | live, saith the Lord GOD,
Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her
daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy
daughters.

16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy
sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and
abundance of idleness was in her and in her

wondrous promises will have become history. Jehovah will make a new
covenant with Jerusalem. She will receive Samaria and Sodom, not as sisters,
but as daughters. They will be added to her in the coming days of blessing:
but it will not be done by means of the law covenant, but by Jehovah’s
covenant, that of grace. He promises sure mercies to her. “I will establish my
covenant with thee and thou shall know that | am the Lord”—V. 62. And her
mouth will be closed then. No more boasts of self-righteousness will be heard
from Israel. They will lay their hand upon their mouth when it comes to
telling of their own works; but their mouth will be opened to rejoice in the
Lord and His goodness toward them, of which fact Ezekiel, as well as all the
other prophets, assure.

“In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: we have a
strong city. Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks”—Isa. 26:1.

The Two Eagles and The Cedar
Chapter 17

“Son of man, put forth a riddle and speak a parable unto the house of
Israel, and say, Thus saith the Lord God; A great eagle with great wings,
longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colors, came to Lebanon and
took the highest branch of the cedar”—Vs. 2, 3.

In the above parable, we again are shown the sin of Jerusalem and the
treacherous character of the last king, Zedekiah. In the latter, we have a hint
of the false king of the end. This parable like the former one, ends with a
restoration promise which will be fulfilled when God exalts the branch of
David, which is Christ. A King shall reign in righteousness and blessing will
be assured to Jerusalem. The parable is most interesting and the riddle easily
solved.

The great eagle mentioned first is plainly Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon. Jeremiah mentions his speed as that of the eagle. “For thus saith
the Lord, Behold, he shall fly as an eagle and shall spread his wings over
Moab”—Jer. 48:40. “Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle and
spread his wings over Bozrah”—Jer. 49:22. Daniel describes the Babylonish
Empire as rising up out of the sea in the form of a lion with eagles’ wing—
!Dan. 1:1, 2. Nebuchadnezzar was the world ruler for that time. He was so
constituted by Jehovah. Jeremiah announced him as such (3Jer. 27:5), and

! Daniel 1:1, 2 “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave
Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which
he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the
treasure house of his god.”

2 Jeremiah 27:5 “I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by
my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet
unto me.”
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daughters, neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy.

16:50 And they were haughty, and
committed abomination before me:
therefore | took them away as | saw good.

16:51Neither hath Samaria committed half
of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine
abominations more than they, and hast
justified thy sisters in all thine
abominations which thou hast done.

16:52 Thou also, which hast judged thy
sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins
that thou hast committed more abominable
than they: they are more righteous than
thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and
bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified
thy sisters.

16:53 When I shall bring again their
captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her
daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and
her daughters, then will I bring again the
captivity of thy captives in the midst of
them:

16:54 That thou mayest bear thine own
shame, and mayest be confounded in all
that thou hast done, in that thou art a
comfort unto them.

16:55 When thy sisters, Sodom and her
daughters, shall return to their former
estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall
return to their former estate, then thou and
thy daughters shall return to your former
estate.

16:56 For thy sister Sodom was not
mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy
pride,

16:57 Before thy wickedness was
discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of
the daughters of Syria, and all that

are round about her, the daughters of the
Philistines, which despise thee round about.

16:58 Thou hast borne thy lewdness and
thine abominations, saith the LORD.

16:59 For thus saith the Lord GOD; | will
even deal with thee as thou hast done,

Daniel addressed him as “King of kings; for the God of heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power and strength and glory”—Dan. 2:37. And now
Ezekiel describes him as the eagle, the kingly bird, with strong and long
wings, denoting both the great power and vast dominion which was his by
divine authority. The words, “full of feathers,” instruct us concerning the
multitude of his subjects, while the “divers colors” picture the different
nations of his empire.

The eagle came to Lebanon and took the highest branch of the cedar.
“He cropped off the top of his young twigs and carried it into a land of traffic.
He set it in a city of merchants.” The cedar of Lebanon strikingly symbolizes
the royal house of David, which Nebuchadnezzar the eagle conquered. The
top of the cedar’s young twigs aptly describes the carrying away of
Jehoiachin the second of the trio of kings of the transition period of the
seventy years captivity in Babylon, the city of merchants. Then Mattaniah,
the youngest son of Josiah, was made king over Judah, and his hame was
changed to Zedekiah. Ezekiel described this action in verse 5. “He took also
of the seed of the land and planted it in a fruitful field. He placed it by great
waters and set it as a willow tree.” And Zedekiah would have done well for
himself, the city and the people, if he had continued in submission to
Nebuchadnezzar who had thus exalted him. He was placed like the willow,
a lowly tree, beside great waters. That is, he was dependent upon the waters,
even Babylon, for his increase and prosperity. His roots were under him. He
would grow and flourish if he was content to abide as the spreading vine of
low stature; but alas, he rebelled.

The other eagle mentioned in the parable was Hophra, king of Egypt.
Zedekiah foolishly turned to him for help. He bent his roots toward him and
that was his undoing. It was not only rebellion against the king of Babylon;
but it was rebellion against God. He had given Nebuchadnezzar authority
over Jerusalem and the Jews as well as all lands and all people. He is a most
marvelous type of Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords who shall
shortly be seated upon His throne of universal empire. He will have authority
from God and all kings must acknowledge His rulership and come under His
sway. To do otherwise will be to destroy themselves and bring their country
into disrepute and danger, even as was the case at the time of
Nebuchadnezzar’s exaltation. We say this first ruler of Gentile times is a
striking figure of Christ, the First and Last Ruler of Jewish times. The
shadow is a forcible reminder of the Substance which is slowly making its
appearance upon the horizon of the morning.

Interpretation of Parable

“Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things
mean? Tell them, Behold the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem and hath
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which hast despised the oath in breaking
the covenant.

16:60 Nevertheless I will remember my
covenant with thee in the days of thy youth,
and | will establish unto thee an everlasting
covenant.

16:61 Then thou shalt remember thy ways,
and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive
thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and
I will give them unto thee for daughters,
but not by thy covenant.

16:62 And I will establish my covenant
with thee; and thou shalt know that | am the
LORD:

16:63 That thou mayest remember, and be
confounded, and never open thy mouth any
more because of thy shame, when | am
pacified toward thee for all that thou hast
done, saith the Lord GOD.

Chapter 17

17:1 And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying,

17:2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and
speak a parable unto the house of Israel;

17:3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A
great eagle with great wings, longwinged,
full of feathers, which had divers colours,
came unto Lebanon, and took the highest
branch of the cedar:

17:4 He cropped off the top of his young
twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick;
he set it in a city of merchants.

17:5 He took also of the seed of the land,
and planted it in a fruitful field; he
placed it by great waters, and set it as a
willow tree.

17:6 And it grew, and became a spreading
vine of low stature, whose branches turned
toward him, and the roots thereof were
under him: so it became a vine, and brought
forth branches, and shot forth sprigs.

taken the king thereof and the princes thereof and led them with him to
Babylon”—V. 12.

We have the divine interpretation and application of the parable given
by the Lord to Ezekiel. After the statement that the king of Babylon had come
to Jerusalem and taken the king’s seed and made a covenant with him, his
perfidy is related. It was especially criminal because it was the breaking of a
solemn contract. Zedekiah had entered into a binding covenant with
Nebuchadnezzar. He had sworn by God to abide by his oath—'2 Chron.
36:13. Ambassadors from Moab, Tyre and Sidon came to Jerusalem to confer
with Zedekiah, no doubt with a view to a combined federation against him—
2Jer. 37:5-7. He sent ambassadors into Egypt and no doubt expected great
help from that quarter. The joy in Jerusalem was great over that event; for
the people expected that allied combination to deliver them from the power
of Nebuchadnezzar. But no indeed! They only delivered themselves up to
destruction as the sequel proved, tho’ there was a slight respite. The Chaldean
army retired for a short time and the Jews thought they were free from that
yoke: but the latter captivity was the will and purpose of God for them and
there was no changing of His blue print. Men may change their minds, but
God’s Word must be fulfilled regardless of what is in the way. Hence, shortly
the Egyptian was called home and the Chaldeans resumed the siege—3Jer.
39:1. Zedekiah’s doom was announced by Ezekiel, the Prophet of God, and
nothing could stay that judgment. “Therefore, thus saith the Lord God,; as |
live, surely, mine oath that He hath despised and my covenant that he hath
broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head. And | will spread my
net upon him and he shall be taken in my snare and | will bring him to
Babylon and | will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath
trespassed against me.”

These words prove that the man was but a figure of a greater and a
more guilty king; for tho’ he did break his covenant and his oath with
Nebuchadnezzar; yet the record does not show him wilfully wicked. He

12 Chronicles 36:13 “And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him
swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto
the Lord God of Israel.”

2 Jeremiah 37:5-7 “Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the
Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.
Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet Jeremiah saying, Thus saith the Lord, the
God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of
me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their
own land.”

3 Jeremiah 39:1 “In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it.”
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17:7 There was also another great eagle
with great wings and many feathers: and,
behold, this vine did bend her roots toward
him, and shot forth her branches toward
him, that he might water it by the furrows
of her plantation.

17:8 It was planted in a good soil by great
waters, that it might bring forth branches,
and that it might bear fruit, that it might be
a goodly vine.

17:9 Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the
roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof,
that it wither? it shall wither in all the
leaves of her spring, even without great
power or many people to pluck it up by the
roots thereof.

17:10 Yea, behold, being planted, shall it
prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when
the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in
the furrows where it grew.

17:11 Moreover the word of the LORD
came unto me, saying,

17:12 Say now to the rebellious house,
Know ye not what these things mean?

tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is
come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king
thereof, and the princes thereof, and led
them with him to Babylon;

17:13 And hath taken of the king's seed,
and made a covenant with him, and hath
taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the
mighty of the land:

17:14 That the kingdom might be base, that
it might not lift itself up, but that by
keeping of his covenant it might stand.

17:15 But he rebelled against him in
sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that
they might give him horses and much
people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape
that doeth such things? or shall he break the
covenant, and be delivered?

17:16 As | live, saith the Lord GOD, surely
in the place where the king dwelleth that
made him king, whose oath he despised,

saved Jeremiah’s life—!Jer. 38:10-13. He appears to have had respect for the
Prophet; but he was a weakling in the hands of more pronounced,
dominating, wicked, rebellious men. They were his Nemesis. He was unduly
influenced by them. He lived in torments “between the devil and the deep
sea,” as it no doubt seemed to him. The man he figures is the usurping king
of the end who will refuse to yield the reins of government to the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will insist on the throne of empires and the doom will fall upon
him, a greater judgment than fell upon Zedekiah. The latter tried to escape
from Jerusalem when he saw there was no hope for the city; but he and his
family were taken captive and carried to the headquarters of Nebuchadnezzar
at Riblah. There he was arraigned and sentenced. His sons were slain before
his eyes, which was the last sight that he ever gazed upon. His eyes were then
put out and he was bound with chains and carried to Babylon where he died
a prisoner—2Jer. 52:11. Nebuchadnezzar was used of God to punish a
faithless Jew; but in the beginning of the Jewish times the tables are going to
be turned. A faithful covenant-keeping Jew will meet out the punishment to
faithless, covenant breaking Gentiles—°Rev. 19:19, 20 and “2 Thes. 2:8.

Restoration Promise

“Thus saith the Lord God, I will also take of the highest branch of the
high cedar and I will set it. I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a
tender one, and will plant it upon a high mountain and eminent. In the
mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it and it shall bring forth boughs
and bear fruit and be a goodly cedar”—Vs. 22, 23.

Israel is again in view here in these blessed promises. Her hope of
restoration and blessing is sure. The continuation of the allegory of the

1 Jeremiah 38:10-13 “Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take
from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before
he die. So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under
the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords
into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now
these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did
s0. So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah
remained in the court of the prison.”

2 Jeremiah 52:11 “Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him
in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.”

3 Revelation 19:19, 20 “And | saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. And
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped
his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”

4 2 Thessalonians 2:8 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”
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and whose covenant he brake, even with
him in the midst of Babylon he shall die.

17:17 Neither shall Pharaoh

with his mighty army and great company
make for him in the war, by casting up
mounts, and building forts, to cut off many
persons:

17:18 Seeing he despised the oath by
breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had
given his hand, and hath done all

these things, he shall not escape.

17:19 Therefore thus saith the Lord

GOD:; As 1 live, surely mine oath that he
hath despised, and my covenant that he
hath broken, even it will | recompense upon
his own head.

17:20 And I will spread my net upon him,
and he shall be taken in my snare, and |
will bring him to Babylon, and will plead
with him there for his trespass that he hath
trespassed against me.

17:21 And all his fugitives with all his
bands shall fall by the sword, and they that
remain shall be scattered toward all winds:
and ye shall know that | the LORD have
spoken it.

17:22 Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also
take of the highest branch of the high cedar,
and will set it; I will crop off from the top
of his young twigs a tender one, and will
plant it upon an high mountain and
eminent:

17:23 In the mountain of the height of
Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth
boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly
cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of
every wing; in the shadow of the branches
thereof shall they dwell.

17:24 And all the trees of the field shall
know that I the LORD have brought down
the high tree, have exalted the low tree,
have dried up the green tree, and have
made the dry tree to flourish: | the LORD
have spoken and have done it.

parable reveals the fact that the end of that people is peace. The cedar is the
house of David, thru whom the Messiah of Israel was to come. Christ is the
promised young shoot which will be planted by God upon an eminent place
in the mountain of the height of Israel. We read of this tender young twig in
the book of Isaiah. “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse
and a branch shall grow out of his roots”—Isa. 11:1. “He shall grow up
before Him as a tender plant and as a root out of the dry ground”—Isa. 53:2.
The high mountain refers to Mount Zion. The Kingdom of Messiah is
pictured in these closing verses. All the trees (the nations) shall know that
Jehovah has reinstated His people into His love and favor. “The high tree,”
the king of the usurping empire of the end, will have to come down. The
Gentile world power, “the green tree,” will be dried up. Israel, “the low tree,”
will be exalted. “The dry tree,” will be filled with sap and expand and flourish
and refresh the whole earth. The barren nation will come into her place as
the fruitful tree of destiny under whose shadow all nations shall rejoice. The
Lord will do the impossible. The hated, accursed people, a hiss and byword
in the world, will be the toast and the boast of all peoples. Some one may
say, | do not believe that. Well, your unbelief will not hinder its fulfillment.
The Lord has spoken it. He will do it. He even says, “I have done it,” because
itis so real to Him.

God’s Judgement Justified
Chapter 18

“The Word of the Lord came to me again saying, What mean ye, that
ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have
eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge?”—Vs. 1, 2.

Ezekiel is again the recipient of God’s favor. He is given another
message. Remember it is the Word of the Lord to the nation Israel. They
were not owning their guilt, or God’s justice in their chastisement. They were
blaming their fathers for their punishment. They said, “The way of the Lord
is not equal”—V. 25. He answers them and insists that His ways are just and
right; but that they are not able to discern the fact. It is an interesting
controversy. The Lord reasons with them. He says, that they must not say,
“The children’s teeth are set on edge because the father’s ate wild grapes.”
(“In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape,
and the children's teeth are set on edge. "—Jer. 31:29 KJV) Jeremiah also
mentions this proverb in his prophecy and adds briefly what Ezekiel gives us
more fully, “But every man shall die for his own iniquity; every man that
eateth the sour grapes his teeth shall be set on edge” (“But every one shall
die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall
be set on edge.” KJV)—Jer. 31:30.
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Chapter 18

18:1 The word of the LORD came unto me
again, saying,

18:2 What mean ye, that ye use this
proverb concerning the land of Israel,
saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the children's teeth are set on edge?

18:3 As | live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall
not have occasion any more to use this
proverb in Israel.

18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul
of the father, so also the soul of the son is
mine; the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

18:5 But if a man be just, and do that which
is lawful and right,

18:6 And hath not eaten upon the
mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to
the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath
defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath
come near to a menstruous woman,

18:7 And hath not oppressed any, but hath
restored to the debtor his pledge, hath
spoiled none by violence, hath given his
bread to the hungry, and hath covered the
naked with a garment;

18:8 He that hath not given forth upon
usury, neither hath taken any

increase, that hath withdrawn his hand
from iniquity, hath executed true judgment
between man and man,

18:9 Hath walked in my statutes, and hath
kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just,
he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD.

18:10 If he beget a son that is a robber, a
shedder of blood, and that doeth the like
to any one of these things,

18:11 And that doeth not any of

those duties, but even hath eaten upon the
mountains, and defiled his neighbour’s
wife,

18:12 Hath oppressed the poor and needy,
hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored

The Lord continues to declare thru Ezekiel His righteous dealing,
with Israel as well as all men. “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the
father so also the soul of the son is mine. The soul that